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2 Cognitive Science tricks to
aid revision:

1) Spaced repetition
2) Retrieval practise




Metacognition

Metacognition and self-regulation

High impact for very low cost based on extensive evidence

Implementation cost @ Evidence strength @ Impact (months) @

® @ -

"Planning, monitoring and evaluating

your own learning and thinking"
@O000
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Metacognition
AMetacognition isn't a magic bullet, it’s a
method

Alt stays with learners for life

Alt means that students take ownership of
both sides of the process

AA lot of metacognitive processes are
'normal’ or 'obvious' to adults




The metacognition toolkit

APredicting outcomes- It helps the learner
realise which information is needed to solve a
problem and compare the initial
understanding to the final result.

e Evaluating work- Identifying strengths and
weaknesses in the child’s thinking process as
well as in their work is key.

« Questioning- Ask questions such as “what are
you doing now? “why are you doing it?” and
“how does it help you?”



The metacognition toolkit

e Self-assessing — Children must reflect on their
performance to determine: what they’ve
learned, how well they’ve learned it and the
skills they needed to develop to solve the task.

« Self-guestioning- Children guestion their own
knowledge while learning and working, in order
to direct their thinking and determine the help
A EYANEVAEE



Metacognitive strategies we
have shown children

AL eitner method
ARevision clocks
ACornell Notes

ATwo pass past papers

ATonight: Forgetting curve and
Retrieval practice




Knowledge Retained

Effect of Spaced Repetition

First learned
First revision

100% 1
|
|
80% :
I
|
60% I | ‘\.
|
| \I\
o I \

20%

Second revision

|

. Days Passed

The brain works a bit like a muscle, o
UGN AYAYy3 aSaairzy
gym.

The brain assimilates new knowledge int
long term memory by building new neural
pathways, the more these pathways are
used the stronger they become.

Think about when you learned to drive, thai
first roundabout was a fire of information
and decision making, now its autopilot.
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he Forgetting Curve
(Why Revision Fades)

AStudents forget new content quickly
without review.

ACramming is ineffective.
ASpaced revision builds long-term memory.
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How Parents Can Support the Forgetting Curve.

AENncourage short, frequent revision
sessions.

ARevisit topics after 1 day, 1 week, and 1
month.

AAsk your child to explain methods out
loud.

AUse metacognitive revision technigues
that mix knowledge with
amderstanding (Cornell Notes,



Maths revision wheel
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l‘ History revision wheel
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The Revision Wheel

reaks subject areas into manageable topics.
APrevents focusing on just one area.

AWork on weaker areas.

AEncourages regular, varied practice.

AL ots of templates online

ATop tip- students could complete from memory in
black pen, go away for an hour and then make
Improvements in red, that way they can see
exactly what they do and don’t know, and how
that changes over time
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Retrieval practise

AStudents love to take notes as part of their revision, but note
taking itself isn’t very effective, but it is reassuring to
students (you can see what you’ve done)!

ACornell Notes are a revision technigue that combines note
taking with retrieval practise (a lot like spaced repetition).

AThe notes, once taken, include questions and retrieval
prompts, and can be used over and over to ensure best
retention of knowledge.

AStudents have been shown in tutor how to make Cornell
Notes.
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Cornell Notes

Cue Main Notes
Questions
Key Thoughts

Summary




Cornell Notes
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On Results Day

Students will receive two different grades for English:

A English Literature
A English Language

These are separate qualifications and worth one GCSE each.

Level

GCSESDA
GCSESFC
GCSENFC
GCSENFC
GCSESFC

GCSENFC

GCSESFC

GCSESFC

Element
Code

8464+

MATH

8035

S145HA

8658H

8700

8702

C680QS

Title

Combined Sci. Trilogy Ter H
Mathematics Oplion H
Geography

History HA

French Tier W

Englsh Language

Englssh Literature

Meda Studies




English Literature Paper 1 - 40% of the GCSE

A 2 hours

A Four Questions

A Section A T Macbeth

A Section B 1 The Poetry Anthology

A Each section is worth the same number of marks

A Students need to know:

ANSGIUWWGOYqUWYnW~¢cHAHDq6AWE Ys WHGE¢e!I ¢cHqIl + WHEc UNIWe Ul
key quotations (and what to say about them)

A The content of each of the 18 poems, their messages and context, key quotations (and
what to say about them), and which poems link together

y -



wma CCSE na
WJeC 72001041 edUQOS

C b G C TR A Part of WJEC
S23-CTOU0-1

WEDNESDAY, 17 MAY 2023 - MORNING

ENGLISH LITERATURE
COMPONENT 1
Shakespeare and Poetry

2 hours
SECTION A
Pages
Romeo and Juliet 2-3
Macbeth 4-5
Othello 6-7
Much Ado About Nothing 8-9
Henry V 10-11
The Merchant of Venice 12-13
SECTION B
Poetry 14-15

The exam board send the question booklet to us and within it, there are questions on
Shakespeare plays we haven’t studied.

This is because schools across the country have a choice of which texts they study.
This is the first hurdle as students need to avoid answering the wrong question.




Macbeth Q1

A Students need to be able to read and understand what’s
happening in this scene.

A They need to know what’s happened before and what
happens next.

A They need to analyse how Shakespeare presents the
characters on stage and comment on how the audience
might react

Macbeth

Answerboth [ 2 | 1 |and | 2 | 2 |.
You are advised to spend about 20 minutes on Elil and about 40 minutes on IZE' .

IZI] Read the extract on the opposite page. Answer the following question:

Look at how the characters speak and behave here. How do you think an audience
might respond to this part of the play? Refer closely to details from the extract to
suppaort your answer. [15]

y -

MaceeTH

Banouo

MaceeTH

Banouo
MaceeTH

Banouo

MAcCEETH

[Aside] Glamis, and Thane of Cawdor:
The greatest is behind. [To Ross and Angus)
Thanks for your pains.
[To Banouo] Do you not hope your children shall be kings,
When those that gave the Thane of Cawdor to me
Promised no less to them?
That trusted home,
Might yet enkindle you unto the crown,
Besides the Thane of Cawdor. But 'tis strange,
And oftentimes, to win us to our harm,
The instruments of darkness tell us truths;
Win us with honest trifles, to betray's
In deepest consequence. -
Cousins, a word, | pray you.

[Aside] Two truths are told,

As happy prologues to the swelling act

Of the imperial theme. - | thank you, gentlemen. -
[Aside] This supematural soliciting

Cannot be ill, cannot be good. If ill,

Why hath it given me earnest of success,
Commencing in a truth? | am Thane of Cawdor.
If good, why do | yield to that suggestion,
Whaose horrid image doth unfix my hair

And make my seated heart knock at my ribs
Against the use of nature? Present fears

Are less than horrible imaginings.

My thought, whose murder yet is but fantastical,
Shakes so my single state of man that function
Is smothered in surmise, and nothing is,

But what is not.

Look how our partner's rapt.

[Aside] If chance will have me king, why chance may crown me
Without my stir.

Mew honours come upon him
Like our strange garments, cleave not to their mould,
But with the aid of use.

Aside) Come what come may,
ime and the hour runs through the roughest day.




Macbeth Q2

A An essay

A No help is given
A Students need to have learnt quotes, the order of the plot, and key messages to answer this question.

‘| 2 | 2 | Lady Macbeth changes throughout the play. Write about some of the ways Lady
Macbeth changes and how Shakespeare presents this. [25]

"5 of this question's marks are allocated for accuracy in spelling, punctuation and the
use of vocabulary and sentence structures.




MACBETH REVISION — ENGLISH LITERATURE PAPER 1 - 40% OF YOUR GCSE
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Wal Oc8is &
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Both are great
versions to help
with revision.
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the animated tales
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The Poetry Anthology

A Students study 18 poems.

A They poems present various themes and ideas, including power, nature, love, war,
loss, and change.

A On the first question, students will be given one of the 18 poems. We don’t know
which poem this is going to be.

A On the second question, students need to compare the poem they’ve been given
with one from memory - this is probably the most difficult question across all of
the papers.
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SECTION B (Poetry)

Answer both | 7 1 (and | T | 2

You are advised to spend about 20 minuteson | 7 | 1 |, and about 40 minuteson | T | 2

711 Read the poem below, London, by William Blake.

London is a poem about a place. How does William Blake present this place in the
poem? Refer to the contexts of the poem in your answer. [15]

London
| wander thro' each charter'd street,

MNear where the charter'd Thames does flow,
And mark in every face | meet

Marks of weakness, marks of woe. 7| 2 | Choose one other poem from the anthology in which the poet also writes about a
place.
5 In every cry -:uf_&w.rery Man,
:: g:w Lrgamgt sin':ggf ﬂ;:rl'_l Compare the way the poet presents the place in your chosen poem with the way
ry ' ry e, William Blake presents the place in London. [25]

The mind-forg'd manacies | hear.

In your answerto | 7 | 2 | you should:

How the Chimney-sweeper's cry

10 Ewvery black’ning Church appalls; « compare the content and structure of the poems = what they are about and how
And the hapless Soldier's sigh they are organised
Runs in blood down Palace walls. + compare how the writers create effects, using appropriate terminoclogy where
. relevant
E:twqﬁ;grmumrﬂlldﬁggtgmm; hear « compare the contexts of the poems, and how these may have influenced the ideas
in them.

15 Blasts the new bom Infant’s tear,
And blights with plagues the Mamiage hearss

WILLIAM BLAKE




Revision Tips

A It is crucial that students know the gist (at
the very least) of each of the poems.

A Although we know which poems have
already been on the exam, we cannot
definitively say that those poems will not
come up again.

A To try to reduce the amount of revision
students need to do, they could select a
poem from each of the themes and revise
those poems in more depth.

Certain poems cover
several themes.
For example:

War/nature: Mametz Wood
Power/nature: Ozymandias
_ove: Valentine
_ove/place: Cozy Apologia
_oss/nature: Death of a
Naturalist




Students have been given a knowledge organiser

for every poem.

Aftemoons

Summer is fading:

The leawves fall inomnes and twos
From trees bordening

The mew recreation ground.

in the hollows of aftermoons
Young mothers assemble

At swiing and sandpit

Satting free their children.

Bemind them, at imtervals,

Stand husbands in skilled trases,

A estateful of washing,

And the albums, lettered

D Wedding, hying

Mear the television:

Before them, the wind

I5 il mingg Tieesir ot ing -pla oes

Imat are still courting-pl aces

{But the lowvers are all in school),

And their children, so intent on
Fimding more unripe acoms,
Expect to Do taken nome.

Thvedr beauty has bl cloem e,
Something & pushing them
Tothe side of their own lives,

A, Doy, wanten n 1959,
Hlad walh 4 deapg-saatad
sadnass abaut the hoss of
youth making way lor he
tedeous routne o adull e —
gaan fram 1he culsders
cars pachve of Larkm, who
Was neyer g famer of
miarmed, Thes = an axampa
of the poals pessamism and
cymcal eye as he seas fhe
mioinans C‘"E"IQ‘I"E I
deiiess, ORI atter ihe
children, and the cyde
=laring all over again.
Lark i deshilead the miodaen
wiorhd. He watlchad (hagea
molens and childran nom
e 1kat he Wved i in Hull in
e 1960s and would walk
around ihe park, obsaning
e evaryday peoghe ha

L [T

Possible Themes/
Question Topics:
Changa, adulthaod,
aging, loss, placa,
ralationships

a r
AFTERNOONS' BY PHILIP LARKIN

WHO? ¥ oumg moshers with shedr chi kdnen while fathers siond on the gidelines

WHAT? Summer fades inio pmomn os moth ars soperise Sedr chi ldren plyving in o park; the behands seem dsang domestic life cories
on whil 2 the eminkences of past romance fade mvay, |ike dhe sommer; the women cont inee o ageas thar idestity is aken over
with the presures of being a mother

WHERE? Ina park m Hull

WHEHN? Lae 19505" early 194605

K2YSZ

the context and content.

@ 2dz O2 dz R
LPﬂKSNBQZ szssz

j dzA 1T @& 2
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You could then check they know the quotations and what t
say about them.

Students could turn these into voice notes on their phone tg
listen to, revision cards, or posters of their own.

Wiritten in free verse o reflect the nundane evenyday life of
the estate; Larkin repeatedly focuses on the women,

What do you do with this sheet? Lke fhis to rewse exactly

wihal 1o 98y abowt Larkm g Afternoong” and how bo strechune your

Bnawer i Ccade it comes up 85 e named poem.

evenyday life

sugpesting it is they who ane most affected by bocoming
panents; tableau-like imagery reflect the monatony of

Cozy Apologia, Valentme, To Autumn, As
Imperceptibly as Griet, A Wife m London,
London




English Literature Paper 2 - 60% of the GCSE

AThis paper is one of the longest GCSEs as it is 2 and a half hours
long.

AThere are three sections:
APost-1914 Drama (An Inspector Calls)
A19th Century Prose (A Christmas Carol)

AUnseen Poetry (Poetry students haven’t seen before but have to
analyse)
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Cuggg C720U20-1 LI N LI D ‘e, g}gqos . .
A As with Literature Paper 1,
o e et students first need to find
e Ve RAAURE the questions that they
Post-1914 Prose/Drama, 19th Century Prose need to answer.
and Unseen Poetry
2 hours 30 minutes
~ SECTIONA Pages .

rpebe iy - AThey need to ignore the

The Woman in Black 5 texts they haven't

Oranges are not the Only Fruit 6 .

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time 7 studied.

A Taste of Honey 8-9
An Inspector Calls 10-1
The History Boys 12-13
Blood Brothers 14-15
SECTION B
A Christmas Carol 16
Silas Marner 17
War of the Worlds 18
Pride and Prejudice 19
Jane Eyre 20
The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde 21
SECTIONC
Unseen Poetry 22-23
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An Inspector Calls
You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this question.

You should use the extract on the opposite page and your knowledge of the
whole play to answer this question.

In An Inspector Calls characters react to the discovery of truths in different ways. Write
about some of these reactions and how they are presented at different points in the

play.

wsrecor  And i her Slory i€ iroe - hat he was slealing money =

Irl yﬂur respﬂnse yﬂu Shﬂuld' Me= Brumc  [rather agifaled now] Theres no pant in assuming that -

InzrecTonr Bul supposs we do, whal then'?

« refer to the extract and the pla‘y as a whole Me= B Then he'd be entirely responsible - beeause the girl woulde| kave come 1o us, and
Fiave bean fefused assstance il il hadi'l bean fed hif -
= show your understanding of characters and events in the play. [40] Werecron S he's the chief culprit anyhow.
Me= Beurs  Certainly. And he ought 1o be deall wilh vary severely -
5 of this question’s marks are allocated for accuracy in spelling, punctuation and the Swews  with suckden slarm] Mother - stop - stop
use of vocabulary and sentence structures. Beunc  Be guiel. Sheila
Snews Bud donT you ses -

Me= Brurc  [seversly] You're behaving o an Fysterical child lonighl.

[Sema haging erwing quiely. Mes Binnc ivmg 1o Insrecton]

AStudents answer one essay question O e e e e o e e

quibe unMecEssany questions - then you really would be doing your duly.
O n ¢ A n I n S p e Cto r ( a | | S 4 lisrector  [grimily] Don'l worry, Mg Bifing. | shall do my duty. [He leoks &t fvs walch.)
° Mrs Brunc  [iriumphaniy] I'm glad o hear ik

isrecor Mo hushing up, eh? Make an example of the young man, &h? Public confession af
respandgbiity = um?

AThey need to have memorised quotes PR

wsrecTor: Mol yel I'm waiting.

— they’re given an extract as a P

wsrecTor To do iy duty.

starting point only. Secr s o -y

Me= Brunc  [indarsianding now] Bul surely... |mean... s idculous. ..
|She tiops, and axchangas & fiphlensed glancs with her husband)

AThe majority of their essay should S i non ok et ey 1t s - ey oy

e wp i His =7

come from their own knowledge. e T R e

-




AN INSPECTOR CALLS REVISION — ENGLISH LITERATURE PAPER 2 — 60% OF YOUR GCSE
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In this booklet, you will find example questions and essays so you know how to structure your
own.
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Y11 Example Answer Booklot for English Literature

Each one has been provided by the exam board and typed up for you.

At the back of the booklet, you'll find some more practice questions should you want to refine your
skl
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At home, you could quiz your chilc

the plot summary.

say about them.

You could then check they know the quotations and what t

Students could turn these into voice notes on their phone t
listen to, revision cards, or posters of their own.

AN
INSPECT

CALLS

DAVID THEWUS
MIBANDA RICHARDSON
KEN STOTT




A Ch riStmas Ca rOI SECTION B (19th Century Prosa)

Answer on one bExl anly.

AStudents answer one essay L] s o

Yol ans zd'.'rsud o spend abau! 45 minules on His gueshion.

j dzZSa 0 A2Y 2V Wl | K N Yoo g poo N Bof

AThey need to have memorised AT S T e et o S
guotesci KSe QN JIA&BSY '"”Vﬂﬂ EGNT O

= Show y.x.u undersianding of characlers and evers in ke novel

a starting point only. et o conents o e v o
AT h e m aJ O rlty Of th e I r essay S h O u I d _ Now. it is a fact, that there was nothing at al particular about the knocker an the

diood, Extep] ihat il was very large. s also a facd, thal Saooge had seen it, nght

and morning, during his whole residence in thal place; aksn thal Soooge had as lilthe

CO m e fro m th e I r Own kn Owl e d e of wha i called fancy abaul lim &8 any man in the dty of London, even incuding
g . which is & bald word=—ihe corporation, aldemmen, and Boery. Le il also be borne in
mind ihkal Scrooge kad nol bestowed one thoughl on Markey, since Fis BsE mention
of his Seven years' dead partnes thal aflemoon. And then let army man explain io me,

- il fe can, how il happened that Scrooge, having his key n the lock al the door, Saw
T h ey n e e d to d ISC u SS Wh at th e text in the knacker, withoul its undengoing any nlenmediale process of changs: not a
kmockes, bul Markey's face
Marley's face. i was nol in mpenetrable shadow as the olher objects in the
te aC h es u S abo ut th e CO ntext Of yard were, bul had a dismal ighl abou i, ke a bad |absber in a dark caliar. 1 was
il angry or ferotious, bul lboked al Scroage as Marey used 1o look: wilh ghosty
. . spectacies med up on i ghostly forehead. The har was cufously siimed, as
il by bresath or hot &, and, thowgh the syes wene wide open, they were perfecil
VICtorIan England ratonless. That, and is livid colour, made il horrible; bul s hormor seemed o be in
spite of the face and beyond its conbral, rather than & pan of its own exprészian.

#Az Sorooge ooked fixedly al this phenomenon, il was a kEnocer again.

T say ihat he was nol starlled, or that his blood was nal conscious of & (e ble
sensation 1o which it had been & stranger from mfancy, would be wniree. Bul e put
hig hand upon the key he had refinquished, turned i slurdily, walked n, and lighled
his candle

He did pawse, with a momenl’s irresolulion, bedare he shul the door, and he did
ook cauliowsly behind il firsd, &3 il he hall expecied 1o be terrified with the sight of
Marley's piglai sticking cul inlo the hall, But there was nathing on he back of the
doos, entapl lhe 2orews &nd nuls that bald e bnocker on, =0 he said Pooh, poah™
and clased it wilh a bang




STAVE 1 Scronge treats his employee, 8ob, !A CHRISTMAS CAROL — ENGLISH LITERATURE PAPER 2 — 60 OF YOUR GCSE

his cousin, Fred, and others with contempt.
He only cares for money and this is shown
thmugh his treatment of these characters at | FORMAT OF ENGLISH LITERATURE PAFER 2:
hiz counting hiouse. He returns home that
Christrnas Eve and is visited by Marley’s
=host, his ex-business partner. He Waims OHE ESSAY QUESTION ON 'A CHRISTMAS CARDL" - EXTRACT AMALYSES B EXFLORATION OF THE WHOLE NOVELLA
Scrooge that he must change and that he
willl be visited by three spirits.

DNE ESSAY QUESTION ON “AM INEPECTOR CALLS" — EXTRACT ANALYSIS & EXPLORATION OF THE WHOLE FLAY

UMSEEN POETRY = TWD QUESTIONS — DNE SINGLE POEM AMNALYSIS OF AN UNSEEN POEM; ONE QUESTION COMFARING THE FIRST UNSEEN POEM WITH A SECOMND WPNSEEN POEM

STAVE 2 — The Ghost of Chrstmas Past visits CORTEXT: Weittan By Dickans in 1643 a8 a direct co=mas onthe condiion essdured by the poas |pa ke adky 5 l8ren] d usisg the Hu gy Forties”. initialky inm nding 16 weite & pasphlat on S aub ey, Dickans Ml the neval sesild hass
and shows Scroome scenes from his FIEEt o mpact el bea “wedivha=me bow"™ o5 behal ol the pesr
=

such as when he was a young schoaol boy, his

Hising known pesiods of poverty and hirdshio is hi own childhosd, Dickens was @ Taros apponent of 1he Poor L, which sdwecaed werkhouses and priiens as a solution 2o the probles ol sociil inmquality. Dichess saw @ need lor
Elster, |=-H|'|I WISt ng, and when he wasan sl U s v Thiar feeiu s and hidp tha meae valnerabb in dessiety. He disesly relerescas B abiws of Tharm e Malthis, who s posa ity ds inestabbeand & neid 10 "den i S sungl il posiliten’

apprentice at Fezziwig's. He then shows him

his i r gelle b ki st i o Chrigtrmia had falan eul al avedr by 1323 and was nol usivasaly ool ebrsted, Aksagh a O nran holidey, oo ebr i%ng U Birth ol leios Shese, iabis enc 1 B = Ir aedilions | v winbar ok and losked ahiad va the
15 .|EHEEE. _E E, - rEaking up 'wi Irm due emisg spring. inoedd®ien, Dekans sas CHeSm ek i 6t e ol sharisg Sesd, gils ased tirme. For Dichess, thie “O5F iR spiit’ S s reaity snd compaisien Tor athars. Dichar can be partially eradited with ssmentng the populasity al 1he
to h|5 l:IhEEEIEH"I '|l'l'|th I'I'ICII'E"' He thEI'I ih']WE haliday. Goegr stoned wars traditionsl ar Cheistmas. Thase wand elen raidaloed. &nd the novella fersan allses Tos thic. The seery etes many rosas of the ahat sanne and combine thida st & mosality Lk

hirn the life he could have had by showing
Scrooge Belle with her husband. scrooge
begins to reflect on how he has treated
others.

At home, you could quiz your child on the order of events f
-.4the plot summary.

STAVE 3 — The Ghost of Christmas Present
visits and takes Scrooge to see people from
all walks of life celebrating Christmas. This
includes solitary places such s miners, but
also includes a tight-knit family — the
Cratchits. He sees how ill Tiny Tim is. He also

say about them.

Students could turn these into voice notes on their phone tg
listen to, revision cards, or posters of their own.
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THE HOLIDAY CLASSHcIN CO{OR!

I'here's no
Chnstmas Carol
quite like this

British version!
- Leonard Maltin

STARRING ALASTAIR SIM as

"SCROOGE’



Unseen Poetry - The Final Section

SECTION C (Unseen Poetry)

Answerboth| 3 [ 1 |and| 3 | 2 |.
%ou are advised to spend about 20 minutes on EIII and about 40 minutes on EIZ' .
Read the two poems, Nettles by Vermnon Scannell and Swimming with Aidan, aged 4 by Luke

Wright. In both of these poems the poets write about the expenences of fathers with their young
sONS.

Write about the poem Netfles by Vemon Scannell, and its effect on you. [158]
You may wish to:

+ consider what the poem is about and how it is organised
+ consider the ideas the poet may have wanted us to think about

= consider the poet's choice of words, phrases and images and the effects they
create

= consider how you respond to the poem.

Mettlas

My =on aged three fell in the nettle bed.
‘Bed’ seemed a curious name for those green spears,
That regiment of spite behind the shed:

It was no place for rest. With sobs and tears
The boy came seeking comfort and | saw
White: blisters beaded on his tender skin.

We soothied him till his pain was not 20 raw.
At last he offered us a watery grin,

And then | took my billhook, honed the blade
And went outside and slashed in fury with it
Till mot a nettle in that flerce parade

Stood upright any more. And then | it

A funeral pyre to burn the fallen dead,

But in twio weeks the busy sun and rain

Had called up tall recruits behind the shed:
My =on would often feel gharp wounds again.

Vernon Scannell

Mow compare Swimming with Aidan, aged 4 by Luke Wright and Nettles by Vernon
Scannell. [25]

You should:

+ compare what the poems are about and how they are organised
+ compare the ideas the poets may have wanted us to think about

+ compare the poets’ choice of words, phrases and images and the effects they
create

+ compare how you respond to the poems.

Swimming with Aidan, aged 4

You struggle more than other kids your age,

can't help yourself: picked scabs, pulled threads, left feet.
The effort overwhelms. Half-drowned in rage,

life throws you angry tears and sodden sheets.

But here yvou're magic, boy. While others tip-toe,
too scared to dunk their heads or leave their depth,
yOu swagger: grace, grit, guts and get-me gusto.
You gulp existence down with each gasped breath.
But when our time is up, the shiver-showers

smash your ghort-lived victory to shards.

That sock just won't go on. You've lost your powers.
| try to offer word but, boy, it's hard.

Aloud, my wise old lines are arid spin;

and s0, a hug to keep the victory in.

Luke Wiight




Students have a booklet which includes model responses and a ‘how

to answer’ section, along with practice questions. The key with
unseen poetry is that they practise looking at a range of unseen

poems so it’s not so intimidating in the actual exam.

Unseen Poetry
Revision
Booklet

Aston Academy

Name:

Teacher:

3.1 Model Response

“Yesterday' is a exploration into the complex relationship between
mother and child. It tells the story of a mother who thinks back over
her child's life as she cleans their shoes. Pogson may have written
the poem to highlight how quickly parenthood passes and the slow
breaking of the bond of mother and child.

Intro
» Answer those three key
questions:
» What is the poem?
» What is the story?
» Why did they write it?

Structurally, the poem follows no clear rhythm with examples of
enjambment spanning over several lines. It is possible that Pogson
made this choice to emphasise the chaotic nature of parenthood. It
is almost as if there is not enough time or space to fit all of her
thoughts and feelings in. Like her attitude to parenthood, it appears
to be rushed and unpredictable, with the changes in the poem
taking the speaker off guard, much like the changes in her child.

Structure
(This can be left outl)

» Only write about structure if you
can link it to meaning!

» Nobody cares if it is written in
“Trochaic Tetrameter” if you
cannot comment on WHY the
poet may have made that
choice.

(Comment) The poem opens with very positive image of the
mother remembering her child as a baby as she (EVIDENCE)
“marvelled that anything so perfect could be so small”. (EXPLORE)
This suggests to us that the speaker can hardly believe how much
she adored her new-born child. The verb “marvelled” creates the
image of her simply staring at her child, excited at the child’s mere
existence. This creates a stark contrast to her current, boring task

Beginning
» Comment / Evidence /
Explore
» EXPLORE: Ask yourself the
5 analysis questions from
the previous page

y -




Y11 Online Revision Resources for English Literature

Podcasts for every Literature text:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zk3dmbk

9
§" 2

CHRISTMAS
CAROL

BITESIZE

A Christmas Carol:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwhkxsg - Revision of plot, characters, and context

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e98F6whQUFM - Sophisticated analysis of the text

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w7V4tXuhbk8 — Social and Historical Context

An Inspector Calls:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zpr639q - Revision of plot, characters, and context

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=- nlZckXku0 - Key Quotes and their meaning

. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3fXw8IWW1tlA&t=313s — Social and Historical Context




English Language Paper 1 - 40% of the GCSE
23" of May - AM

A1 hour 45 minutes

AOne fiction texttoread T+ a2 1 JUqt WG ¢ 213Uk a Wt I
excerpt before and neither have we

AFive reading questions

AOne writing task (a story)

AStudents have been drafting stories since Y10 in lessons
AWe have a dedicated Period 6 session for this
ALunchtime sessions ongoing

y -



Read lines 1-6.

List five things you learn about Liza in these lines. [5]
Read lines T=14.

What impressions does the writer create of Liza's mother in these lines? [5]

You must refer to the language used in the text to support your answer, using relevant
subject terminalogy where appropriate.

Read lines 15=33.

In what ways does Lisa change when she goes to art college? How does the writer
show these changes? [10]

“You should write about:

+« what happens in these lines
= the writer's use of l[anguage and structure

You must refer to the text to support your answer, using relevant subject terminology
where appropriate.

Read lines 34-66.
What are the narrator's thoughts and feelings in these lines? How does the writer show
her thoughts and feelings? [10]

You must refer to the language used in the text to support your answer, using relevant
subject terminology where appropriate.

To answer this question, read lines 67=78 and consider the passage as a whole.
“The narrator and her mother are totally unaware of what Lisa is really like.”

To what extent do you agree with this statement? [10]
You should write about:

« your thoughts and feelings about how the narrator and her mother are
presented in lines 67-78 and the passage as a whole

+  how the writer has created these thoughts and fieelings

You must refer to the text to SUpport Your answer.

AThe reading
guestions test the
ability to understand,
infer, and track how
the characters
change or develop
across the course of
the text.

AStudents also need to
demonstrate that
they can evaluate a
statement.




In this section you will be assessed for the quality of your creative prose writing skills.

24 marks are awarded for communication and organisation; 16 marks are awarded
for vocabulary, sentence structure, spelling and punctuation.

SECTION B: 40 marks

You should aim to write about 450-600 words.

Choose one of the following titles for your writing:

Either,

4B H B

a) The Big Decision.

b) Write a story that ends:

... and | don't miss her at all.

c) Write about an occasion when you did someone a favour.

d) Write a story that begins:

Mum insisted that | went to the supermarket with her.

The space below can be used to plan your work.

[40]

In 45 minutes, students
are expected to produce
a story of around 2 12
sides.

They are awarded marks
for how well they
communicate and how
accurately they spell,
punctuate, and use
grammar.

They are given four story
titles as options.




English Language Paper 2 - 60% of the GCSE

SECTION A: 40 marks

Anewar all the following questions.

The separate Resource Material for use with Section A is a newspaper arlicle, ‘We save
peaple. it's just our job’, by Louise France.

The extract on the opposite page is a newspaper article which appeared in the New York Tribure
in 18649,

A S i X re a d i n g q u e S ti O n S El:::ril:f newspaper article, 'We save people. It's just our job' in the separate Resource

E[Il a)  What was the date of the rescue that Aileen Jones was involved in? 11
AThe fl rst tWO focus on the b) What was the name of the boat that got into trouble? 1
¢} How long did the rescus last? 11
m O d e r n te Xt EE :l::rw d::]e& the writer, Lovise France, try to show the rescue was both dangerous and
ramatic?

You should comment on:

AThe second two focus on T bt s

+  the use of language, tone and struciune [10]
t h e v i Cto ri a n text You must refer to the bext to suppart your comments, using relevant subject
terminalogy where appropriate.

To answer the following questions you will need to read the newspaper article on the

AThe flnal tWO fOCUS On bOth a) HD“.manypmpmm:muaL;mssawemherfirslresﬂue"-’ [l

teXtS b) How long were the soldiers in the water before the boy was swept away? 11
c) Give one piece of evidence o show that the soldiers were in a poor condition
after the resciue. [11

“The newspaper articke paints a vivid piclure of the difficult conditions faced by lda and
her brother on the day they rescued the soldiers.”

To what extent do you agree with this view?

You should comment on:

+  what is said
+ how it is said (10]

You must refer to the text to support your comments.




A Two writing tasks
A Students do both

A Usually, a combination of a
letter, speech, and an
article.

A Usually, one is quite a lively
written task whereas the
other is more formal.

A Like paper 1, students are




