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WELCOME FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 
Welcome to our Year 9 Options booklet. This is an exciting and important time for your child as they begin 
to think about their journey at KS4.  
 
At Aston Academy we pride ourselves on providing a broad and balanced curriculum.  This booklet has 
been designed to provide information about the courses that we offer students in Years 10 and 11. It is a 
guide to help your child make the right decisions about the options they choose to study.  
 
We hope you will agree that our curriculum provides exciting opportunities that will challenge and inspire 
your child and provide an experience that they will both value and enjoy, as well as preparing you fully for 
life beyond school.  Our hope, then, is that by the time you reach the end of KS4 you have the necessary 
skills, experiences and qualifications to make informed decisions about the next stage of your academic 
career. 
 
Please study this guide carefully with your child.  It may also be a good idea for your child to speak to older 
students, friends and family. It is important that they understand how each option is structured and 
consider where their strengths lie. Our Y9 consultation evening on Monday 9th February will also offer the 
opportunity to speak to teachers about the subjects and their suitability for your child. 
 
When all the Choices Forms have been submitted, we will try our best to match your child’s first 
preferences. However, it is important that all students provide a reserve choice as well, in case we cannot 
do this. In this instance, we will have a discussion with your child, so that we can finalise the options they 
will be taking and be sure that they have made an informed decision.  
 
We hope you find this booklet helpful and wish students all the very best for the next exciting stage of 
their education at Aston Academy.  
 
The combination of home, school and student will make a difference. 

 

 

 

Mr James Graham 
Principal 
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OVERVIEW 
 
Core Curriculum 
Students at Aston Academy will study a core curriculum of: 

▪ GCSE English Literature 
▪ GCSE English Language 
▪ GCSE Maths 
▪ GCSE Combined Science 
▪ GCSE History or GCSE Geography 
▪ GCSE RE  

 
In addition to the above subjects, students will continue to study non-examined core PSHE (including RSE) 
and Core PE. 
 
EBacc 
The English Baccalaureate recognises students’ achievements across a range of specified subjects. It 
ensures a broad and academic foundation and provides an excellent platform for Post 16 and Higher 
Education. It is valued by both employers and further education providers. 
 
Students achieve the EBacc if they gain a grade 4 or above in: 

▪ GCSE English 
▪ GCSE Maths 
▪ GCSE Science (x2) 
▪ GCSE Geography or History 
▪ A Modern Foreign Language 

 
Options Subjects 
In addition to the core curriculum, all students will have a choice of a further subject(s) to study. These 
subjects are delivered through Vocational and GCSE courses. 
 
GCSE Courses - a subject is taught over the period of two years and culminates in a final set of exams at 
the end of year 2 which determines the student’s grade. Results are issued on a 9-1 grading system. 
 
Vocational Courses - a subject is taught in chunks with continual assessments throughout the two-year 
period. Vocational courses test a larger number of skills often including practical alongside written 
assessment.  
 
GCSE and Vocational courses are equivalent courses that assess in different ways. The grading comparison 
of both types of courses is explained in the below table. 
 

GCSE Grades 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Vocational Grades P1 M1 D1 P2 M2 D2 *2 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE GCSE CORE 

 
Exam Board: EDUQAS GCSE English Language 
 
Course Information 
All vocations and college courses require a GCSE in English Language. This course will develop students’ 
skills in reading and writing in a variety of fiction and non-fiction contexts.  
 
Paper 1: 20th Century Literature Reading and Creative Prose Writing  
 
Section A: Reading 

▪ One literature fiction text and 5 questions  
Section B: Writing  

▪ One piece of narrative writing (choice of 4 titles) 
  
Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives  
 
Section A: Reading 

▪ Two non-fiction texts and 6 reading questions 
▪ One text is post-2000 and the other is pre-1900  

Section B: Writing 
▪ Two pieces of transactional writing which can include letters, speeches, articles and reviews.  

Non-examination Assessment: Spoken Language 
▪ Presenting 
▪ Responding to questions and feedback 

 
Why do I study this subject?  

▪ Skills – you will learn how to investigate and analyse language and how to use language creatively.  
▪ Knowledge/understanding – you will learn how to deconstruct a text and recognise/ interpret its 

meaning.  
▪ Progression/Careers – All vocations and college courses require a GCSE in English Language. It is 

highly valued by employers, and providers of Further and Higher Education. A strong grade in 
English Language offers excellent preparation for A-Level study. Specific careers linked to English 
include Journalism, Marketing, and Publishing.  

▪ For further information, see www.prospects.ac.uk – Careers Advice section 
 
How will I be assessed? 

▪ Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing 
o Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 
o 80 marks available 
o 40% of GCSE 

▪ Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives 
o Written exam: 2 hours 
o 80 marks available 
o 60% of GCSE  

▪ Non-examination Assessment: Spoken Language 
o Teacher set throughout course 
o Marked by teacher 
o Separate endorsement (0% weighting of GCSE) 
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ENGLISH LITERATURE GCSE CORE 

 
Exam Board: EDUQAS GCSE English Literature 
 
Course Information 
 
What will I study?  
English Literature allows students to experience a range of literature with a wide variety of appeal drawn 
from contemporary and modern texts, texts from across the globe and texts which have had a significant 
influence on our English literary and cultural heritage.  
 
Paper 1: Shakespeare and the Poetry Anthology 

▪ Section A: Shakespeare - ‘Macbeth’ 
▪ Section B: The Anthology  

 
Paper 2: Prose, Drama & Unseen Poetry 

▪ Section A: ‘An Inspector Calls’  
▪ Section B: ‘A Christmas Carol’ 
▪ Section B: Unseen poetry 

 
Why do I study this subject? 

▪ Skills – you will learn how to write analytical essays about the texts you have studied.’ 
Knowledge/understanding – you will learn about plots, characters and themes of the text and the 
influence of the time in which the texts were written.  

▪ Progression/Careers – GCSE English Literature is highly valued by employers, and providers of 
Further and Higher Education. A strong grade in GCSE English Literature offers excellent 
preparation for A-Level study. Specific careers linked to English include Journalism, Marketing, 
and Publishing.  

▪ For further information, see www.prospects.ac.uk – Careers Advice section 
 
How will I be assessed? 
Paper 1: Shakespeare and the Poetry Anthology 

▪ Written exam: 2 hours 
▪ 80 marks available 
▪ 40% of GCSE 
▪ Extract response for Shakespeare (20 minutes) 
▪ Essay response for Shakespeare (40 minutes) 
▪ Single poem analysis (20 minutes) 
▪ Comparison of two poems (40 minutes) 

  
Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry 

▪ Written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes 
▪ 120 marks available 
▪ 60% of GCSE 
▪ Essay response on drama text (45 minutes) 
▪ Essay response on prose text (45 minutes) 
▪ Single unseen poem analysis (20 minutes) 
▪ Comparison of two unseen poems (40 minutes) 

 
Out of class opportunities 
Visit to Sheffield theatres to watch a live performance of some of your set texts. 
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COMBINED SCIENCE GCSE  

 
Exam Board: AQA GCSE Combined Science: Trilogy  
Qualification: 2 GCSEs awarded as a double grade (e.g., 7–7, 6–5, 5–5). 
 
In Combined Science: Trilogy, you will study Biology, Chemistry and Physics ideas together across the course, 
and your final result will count as two GCSE grades rather than three. 
 

What will I study?  
In Combined Science: Trilogy you’ll continue exploring the big ideas that help you understand the world 
around you. You will investigate questions such as: 
 

• How do vaccines train your immune system to fight disease? 

• How can we make materials that are stronger than steel but lighter than plastic? 

• How do phones, Wi-Fi and satellites send information through the air? 
 
If you enjoy solving problems, carrying out practical work, and understanding how things work, science will 
challenge you and help you build confidence in explaining real-world phenomena. 
 
To succeed, you’ll need to: 

▪ apply your observational, practical and mathematical skills 
▪ learn key scientific vocabulary 
▪ practise explaining and evaluating evidence and methods 

 

How will this course be assessed and where can it take me? 
There are six written papers: two biology, two chemistry and two physics. Each of the papers will assess your 
knowledge and understanding from distinct topic areas. All examinations are held in the Summer of Year 11. 
 
Choosing between Triple Science and Combined Science isn't just about classes – it's about unlocking doors 
to incredible opportunities! 
 
Both routes in science will give you a strong foundation for further study and careers. It supports progression 
into: 

▪ A level sciences (where entry requirements are met) 
▪ BTEC Applied Science / Forensic Science 
▪ a wide range of science-linked careers (e.g., healthcare, engineering, environmental science, 

technology, lab work) 
 
Out of class Opportunities 

▪ Practical field work. 
▪ National chemistry competition. 
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MATHEMATICS GCSE CORE 

 
Exam Board: OCR GCSE Mathematics 
 
Content Overview 
Content is arranged by topic area and applies to both tiers. 

▪ Number operations and integers 
▪ Fractions, decimals and percentages 
▪ Indices and surds 
▪ Approximation and estimation 
▪ Ratio, proportion and rates of change 
▪ Algebra 
▪ Graphs of equations and functions 
▪ Basic geometry 
▪ Congruence and similarity 
▪ Mensuration 
▪ Probability 
▪ Statistics  

 
How will I be assessed? 
Students are assessed at the end of the 2-year course by completing 3 exam papers. 
 
Assessment Objectives 
The Maths GCSE specification has 3 assessment objectives: AO1 is about using and applying standard 
techniques. AO2 is about reasoning, interpreting and communicating mathematically. AO3 is about 
solving problems with a much greater focus on solving non-routine problems in mathematical and non-
mathematical contexts. 
 
GCSE Maths has a tiered entry: Foundation Tier (Grades 5-1) and Higher Tier (Grades 9-4). Each tier has 3 
examination papers to sit in Summer of Y11.  
 
Why is Maths important? 
The learning of Mathematics helps strengthen reasoning skills, critical thinking and develop higher order 
thinking skills. It helps us think analytically about the world and reason logically. The same steps you take 
to understand a maths problem, identify the knowns and unknown and then solve it, can be applied to 
other areas of your life.  
 
Any Specific Equipment information 

▪ A calculator (we recommend that students should buy the Casio FX-83GT CW). 
▪ A mathematical set that includes rulers, pencils, protractors, and a pair of compasses. 

 
Out of class opportunities 
UKMT Maths challenge, trips to places of business and theme parks where students see the application 
of Maths in a real-world context, AXIOM Maths club and more. 
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HISTORY GCSE CORE 

 
Exam Board: EDEXCEL GCSE History 
 
Course Information 
History tells you where our present world came from and gives you the tools to analyse and understand 
information. 
 
Paper 1: Medicine and Health in Britain from 1250 to present day.  

▪ Includes an in-depth study of medicine, wounds and health on the Western Front during World 
War I.  

▪ You will study changes and continuities in causes, treatments, healers and prevention. 
▪ You will learn to explain, analyse and evaluate changes and developments.  
▪ You will have to write short comparisons of different time periods, longer essays explaining why 

there was progress at times, and you will evaluate different contributions.  
 
Paper 2: Anglo-Saxons and Normans 1060-1098 & Superpower relations and the Cold War 1943-1991.  

▪ For the Anglo-Saxons & Normans section you will learn to describe, explain and evaluate causes, 
consequences and changes over a very brief period of time in just one country. 

▪ You will learn about the land that William the Conqueror took over in 1066 and how much he 
changed it. You will also study his battles in depth.  

▪ For the Cold War section, you will learn how Britain, the USSR and USA defeated Fascism together 
in World War II and then became enemies. You will learn how Europe and Germany were divided 
by an iron curtain, and how nuclear weapons were developed in an arms race that nearly wiped 
out the planet in a nuclear war in 1962.  

▪ You will learn how to memorise large amounts of facts and details and use them to argue your 
opinions in essays. 

 
Paper 3: Depth Study: Germany 1918-39 

▪ You will learn about how Germany lost WWI and tried to build a new free democracy. Then how 
that was torn apart by the Great Depression, allowing the Nazis to take power and turn Germany 
into a murderous fascist state.  

▪ You will learn how to evaluate historical sources and interpretations.  
▪ You will learn how to spot ‘fake’ information and to be thoughtful about who is telling you what 

- and why.  
 
Out of class opportunities 
A trip to Leeds Thackray Medical Museum 
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GEOGRAPHY GCSE CORE 

 
Exam Board: AQA GCSE Geography 
 
What will I study?  
Geography is a fascinating and diverse topic that will prepare you to take your place in the world as a 
global citizen.  
 
Below you can see the topics you will learn in AQA Geography and just some of the questions you will be 
able to answer:  
 
Exam Paper 1: Living with the Physical Environment (1hr 30mins) 

▪ The Challenge of Natural Hazards.  
▪ The Living World.  
▪ Physical Landscapes 

 
Exam Paper 2: Challenges in the Human Environment (1hr 30mins) 

▪ Urban Issues and Challenges  
▪ Changing Economic World  
▪ The Challenge of Resource Management 

 
Exam Paper 3: Geographical Application (1 hr 30mins) 
This paper is in two halves. The first half is answering questions about a pre-release document which will 
be given to you in advance and prepared for with your teacher.  
 
Previous topics have included:  

▪ Logging in the Bolivian rainforest 
▪ Debates over a reservoir.  

 
Where can this subject take me?  

▪ Employers and universities view geography as a subject that creates well rounded graduates with 
a wide knowledge of how the world works 

▪ You will gain experience with designing and completing research and investigations that are 
common in many careers.  

▪ Geography gives you the knowledge and skills to help answer many of the biggest questions facing 
us in the future 

 
Out of class opportunities 
Two days compulsory fieldwork which include a day in the city centre conducting research into the recent 
changes to The Moor, and a day investigating how a river changes downstream. This is a chance to learn 
outside of the classroom and experience Geography first hand.  
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES (RELIGION, PHILOSOPHY & ETHICAL 

STUDIES) GCSE 
CORE 

 
Exam Board: AQA GCSE Religious Studies 
 
Course Information 
Religious Studies is all about people, religion, culture, morality (what is right and wrong) and philosophy 
(asking big questions). As well as gaining knowledge about religious beliefs and practices, you will also 
study belief systems towards a range of highly engaging, topical and controversial issues in everyday 
society.  
 
You do not have to be religious to study Religious Studies and it is not about making you believe in any 
viewpoint. Instead, you will listen to different viewpoints, as well as debate and give your view on how 
and why people respond to important ethical issues that affect everyone in the 21st century world. 
 
What will you study? 
The GCSE course involves learning about the viewpoints of two religions (Christianity and Islam) and also 
non-religious viewpoints (atheist and humanist). We look at a range of debate topics: 

▪ Should we allow the death penalty? 
▪ Is it acceptable to experiment on animals? 
▪ Can war ever be just? Are nuclear weapons acceptable? 
▪ Is abortion acceptable? 
▪ Should humans be given the right to die (euthanasia)? 
▪ How should criminals be treated? 
▪ Should we always try to forgive people? 
▪ Is there a life after death? 
▪ How did the world and human life begin?  

 
How will I be assessed? 
Two written exams (50% each): 1 hour 45 minutes each.  

▪ Component 1:  
o The study of religions: beliefs, teachings and practices. Students will explore beliefs, 

teachings and practices of Christianity and Islam. 
▪  Component 2: Thematic Studies 

o Theme A: Relationships and families 
o Theme B: Religion and Life 
o Theme D: Peace and conflict. 
o Theme E: Crime and punishment. 

 
What could the course lead to? 
RE GCSE is a valuable qualification for anyone wishing to work in sectors of the employment market where 
communication skills are important. Jobs in the caring professions such as nursing, nursery work, social 
work or teaching, require skills of empathy and tolerance that Religious Studies fosters in its students. 
People who study Religious Studies also go on to careers in law, politics, the civil service, journalism, the 
media and the charity sector. In short, Religious Studies can take you anywhere! 
 
As an academic subject, Religious Studies complements other Humanities subjects such as History, as well 
as social science subjects like Psychology.  
 
Out of class opportunities 

▪ Educational visit to the National Justice Museum in Nottingham. 
▪ Student leadership opportunities within the Religion, Philosophy and Ethics Faculty. 
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MFL (SPANISH OR FRENCH) GCSE OPTION 

 
Exam Board: EDEXCEL GCSE Spanish/ French 
 
Course Information 
 
Why learn a language? 

▪ You will be highly employable, and your language skills can add between 10-15% to your salary. 
▪ Learning one language can help you to learn another more easily in the future. 
▪ It boosts your memory and communication skills. 
▪ You learn about different cultures as well as about the language itself. 
▪ Lessons are varied and interactive. 
▪ You’re rewarded with a real sense of achievement. 
▪ You can use it when you travel abroad on holiday or for business. 
▪ You won’t turn into one of those adults who say “I wish I could speak a foreign language!” 
▪ You may have the opportunity to go on a trip to Spain or France depending on your language. 
▪ You will be viewed by colleges, universities and employers as somebody with the determination 

and perseverance to get a GCSE in what can be a challenging subject! 
 
What will I learn? 
This two-year GCSE course will build perfectly on the skills you learnt in Year 7-9 and provide you with the 
opportunity to develop into skilled linguists ready to use your language skills in real life situations. The 
topics you will study at GCSE French/Spanish have been updated to be much more modern, current and 
up to date which makes language learning more relevant than ever before.  
 
Topics will include 

▪ My personal world 
▪ Lifestyle and well being 
▪ My neighbourhood 
▪ Media and technology 
▪ Studying and my future 
▪ Travel and tourism 

 
All topics will cover cultural elements of the Spanish or French speaking world, opening opportunities to 
understand the world and different traditions, celebrations and beliefs. 
 
Useful skills you will gain 

▪ Willingness to make verbal contributions 
▪ Great listening skills 
▪ Attention to detail 
▪ Problem-solving 
▪ Teamwork 
▪ Resilience 
▪ Appreciation of other cultures  

 
How will I be assessed? 
You will either be entered for the higher tier or foundation tier and will sit the same tier for all parts of 
the exam. There are four key skills you will be assessed on at either tier, and each skill is weighted equally. 
 

▪ 25% - Speaking exam – Reading aloud, Role Play and Picture Task with conversations. 
▪ 25% - Writing exam  
▪ 25% - Reading and translation exam  
▪ 25% - Listening and Dictation exam  
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We would love to help you learn a language and see the real benefits of being multilingual. 
 In today’s multicultural society the ability to use and understand a foreign language will continue to grow 
in importance and a good pass at GCSE will be impressive and useful in a range of careers, such as:  

▪ Travel and tourism 
▪ Hotel catering 
▪ Management 
▪ Business 
▪ Leisure 
▪ Education 
▪ Translation/interpreting 

 
Many universities, especially within Russell Group, across the country request a GCSE language, meaning 
you could already be one step ahead of your peers by choosing a language, and the complex skills involved 
with learning languages will give you an edge in the job market. 
 
Languages combine well with virtually any other subject for further study and give you exciting 
opportunities to travel, work abroad and meet new people. Imagine taking a holiday to Spain and 
understanding everything everyone says or working in the beautiful south of France, spending your 
summer evenings on the beach. Imagine how impressed your friends and family will be when you speak 
confidently with your new French and Spanish friends. 
 
What could be better than learning a language? 
 
Out of class opportunities 

▪ We have lots of opportunities planned for you to experience Spanish or French culture and 

language outside of the classroom.  

▪ We are inviting and Spanish and French theatre group to the academy who will put on a play 

specifically for language learners.  

▪ A restaurant trip to try some Spanish/French cuisine. 

▪ There are also several international whole school visits where you’ll be able to show off your 
language skills! 

▪ The opportunity to become and languages ambassador, to help us organise other extracurricular 
experiences and encourage younger students to study languages. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



14 

 

TRIPLE SCIENCE GCSE OPTION 

 
Exam Board: AQA GCSE Biology | AQA GCSE Chemistry | AQA GCSE Physics 
 
If you choose triple science, this will ‘top up’ your combined science qualification from two science grades 

to three (as shown above).  

 
What will I study?  
In Triple Science you will continue to study the big ideas that underpin the world around us. You will explore 
questions such as: 
 

▪ ‘What can fossils tell us about the history of life on Earth?’  
▪ ‘How do forces affect the speed of a racing car?’  
▪ ‘Why are the Earth’s resources so important to our society?’ 

 
If you have a hunger for knowledge and a real curiosity for understanding how things work, science offers a 
constant challenge and, the best thing of all, the excitement of new discoveries. 
 
To succeed, you will need to be willing to use your observational, practical and problem-solving skills in the 
science lab, to explore new scientific concepts. You need to be critical when evaluating and analysing the 
methodology, evidence and conclusions from your fellow scientists. 
 
How will this course be assessed and where can it take me? 
There are six written papers: two biology, two chemistry and two physics. Each of the papers will assess your 
knowledge and understanding from distinct topic areas. All examinations are held in the Summer of Year 11. 
 
Choosing between Triple Science and Combined Science isn't just about classes – it's about unlocking doors 
to incredible opportunities! 
 
Both routes in science will give you the skills to go on and study Science or Forensic Science at A level/BTEC. 
The knowledge you gain, and discipline you develop, in science will help you to excel in all areas of future life 
and there are numerous associated, exciting and lucrative employment opportunities. 
 
Out of class Opportunities 

▪ Practical field work. 
▪ National chemistry competition. 
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ART  OPTION 

 
Exam Board: AQA Art and Design: Fine Art or Art and Design: Photography  
 
Course Information 
 
What will I study?  
In Y10 you will complete a series of workshops which will build your skills in specialist areas, whilst 
exploring specific themes (year 10 work will contribute to your Portfolio/ Component 1). In Y11 you will 
continue to develop your current project for component 1 and the Externally Set Task (Exam project) from 
January. 
 
Do I get to choose what kind of things I make/create?  
Like all GCSE subjects we must work to the exam boards requirements, but we design our courses so that 
you get a lot of personal choice. We give you a range of starting points that you can then choose to develop 
in your own way. The more involved you are, the more choices you get to make! You will also get to exhibit 
your work at the end of the course.  
 
Components:  

▪ Portfolio – 60%  
▪ Externally Set Task – 40%  

 
How will this course be assessed?  
This is a 2-year course (Y10 and Y11). All your work is assessed by your teacher at regular intervals 
throughout the year and you are continually given verbal feedback in lessons. At the very end of the year, 
an external moderator, from the exam board, comes to check and agree with the marks. 
 
 

Areas of study for FINE ART can include Areas of study for PHOTOGRAPHY can include: 

▪ Drawing Techniques (Realism and 
Experimental) 

▪ Still Life observation 
▪ Portrait/ Landscapes 
▪ Painting (Watercolour, Gouache, Acrylic, 

Oil) 
▪ 3D Media (cardboard, clay, paper, wire, 

modelling) 
▪ Printmaking (mono, collagraph, lino, 

intaglio/etch) 
▪ Mixed Media  
▪ Assemblage   
▪ Construction  
▪ Carving 

 
 

▪ Portraiture Photography 
▪ Location Photography 
▪ Studio Photography 
▪ Experimental Imagery 
▪ Fashion Photography 
▪ Conceptual and Installation Art 
▪ Digital Working and editing Methods 
▪ Lighting 
▪ Viewpoint 
▪ Aperture 
▪ Depth Of Field 
▪ Shutter Speed and Movement 
▪ Use Of Enlarger* 
▪ Chemical Processes* 

 

 
What can I do with an art qualification?  
Did you know the country’s very successful creative industries contributed £111.7 billion to the UK in 
2018? The equivalent to £306 million every day. The term ‘Creative Industries’ describes businesses with 
creativity at their heart – for example design, music, publishing, architecture, film and video, crafts, visual 
arts, fashion, TV and radio, advertising, literature, computer games and the performing arts.  
 
Employers really value ‘creativity’ and as an attribute. Some examples of jobs in the creative industries 
are: Video Game Designer, Graphic Designer, marketing and advertising, film and TV set designer, 
architect, fashion design, design engineer, illustrator, animator…. and these are just a few! 
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Any specific equipment information 
We provide a pack of high-quality equipment for you to use in lessons and at home in order to complete 
tasks. 
 
Out of class opportunities 
We do a trip in Y10 – the aim of the trip is to gain inspiration to help you develop your Y10 projects. Last 
year, Y10 went to The Oxford University Museum of Natural History because they were studying Anatomy 
and Organic forms. 
 
“Human creativity is unlimited. It is the capacity of humans to make things happen which didn't happen 

before. Creativity provides the key to solving our social and economic problems.” 

Muhammad Yunus 
 
 

                                                  

Examples of GCSE work… 
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ENTERPRISE & MARKETING OR GCSE 

BUSINESS 
OPTION 

 

OCR Cambridge Nationals in Enterprise & Marketing (J837) 

Course Information 

OCR Cambridge Nationals in Enterprise & Marketing is a practical, business-focused course that helps 
students develop entrepreneurial skills and an understanding of how businesses identify opportunities, 
market products, and operate successfully. The course encourages creativity, independent thinking, and 
real-world problem solving through practical tasks and applied learning. 

Students learn how to plan and run enterprise activities, understand customer needs, and develop 
marketing strategies, making this course ideal for students interested in business, entrepreneurship, and 
marketing. 

 

Course Content  

1. Enterprise and Marketing Concepts (R067) 

This unit introduces students to the key concepts of enterprise and marketing. Students learn about 
what enterprise means, the characteristics of successful entrepreneurs, market research, customer 
needs, and the marketing mix. This unit provides the theoretical foundation for the course. 

2. Designing a Business Proposal (R068) 

Students develop a business idea in response to a given scenario. They research the market, identify 
target customers, and design a business proposal, including aims, costs, and marketing strategies. This 
unit focuses on planning and decision-making skills. 

3. Market and Pitch a Business Proposal (R069) 

In this unit, students develop marketing materials and pitch their business idea. They learn how to 
promote a product or service effectively and review how well their marketing approach meets customer 
needs. 

How will I be assessed? 

The course is assessed through a combination of exam and coursework: 

• R067: Enterprise and Marketing Concepts 
Written examination – 40% of the final grade 
Tests understanding of enterprise concepts, marketing, customer needs, and business decision-
making. 

• Coursework Units 
60% of the final grade 
Students complete practical assignments based on realistic business scenarios. Work is assessed 
internally and moderated by OCR. 

Where could this class take me 

Students develop applied business knowledge and transferable skills that support vocational and 
academic progression. The skills learned are valuable in careers such as business management, 
marketing, sales, retail, entrepreneurship, and administration 

Out of class opportunities 

Students will have the opportunity to visit an organisation and participate in an enterprise activity 
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OCR GCSE Business Studies (J204) 

Course Information 

OCR GCSE Business introduces students to the world of business and enterprise. The course helps 
learners understand how businesses operate, grow, and respond to challenges in the real world. 
Students explore how businesses make decisions about finance, marketing, people, and operations, 
while developing analytical, problem-solving, and evaluative skills. The course uses real-life business 
scenarios to help students apply their knowledge and understand how theory works in practice. 

 

Course Content  

1. Business Activity: Students learn the basics of business, including why businesses exist, different 
types of business ownership, business aims and objectives, and how businesses grow. This module 
builds a strong foundation for understanding all other topics. 

2. Marketing: This module explores how businesses identify and meet customer needs. Students study 
market research, the marketing mix (product, price, promotion, and place), branding, and how 
businesses compete for customers. 

3. People: Students examine the role of people in business. Topics include recruitment and selection, 
motivation, training, organisational structures, and effective communication within a business. 

4. Operations: This module focuses on how businesses produce goods and services. Students learn 
about production methods, quality assurance, customer service, and the importance of efficiency and 
productivity. 

5. Finance: Students develop an understanding of business finance, including sources of finance, cash 
flow, revenue, costs, profit, and break-even analysis. This module helps students understand how 
businesses manage money and make financial decisions. 

6. External Influences on Business: This module looks at how external factors affect businesses, such as 
economic conditions, technology, ethical and environmental issues, and government legislation. 
Students learn how businesses adapt to change. 

How will I be assessed? 

The course is assessed through two written examinations, taken at the end of the course: 

• Paper 1: Business 1 
50% of the final grade 
Focuses on business activity, marketing, and people. 

• Paper 2: Business 2 
50% of the final grade 
Focuses on operations, finance, and external influences. 

Both exams include a mix of multiple-choice questions, short-answer questions, and longer evaluative 
responses based on real business contexts. There is no coursework, meaning grades are based entirely 
on exam performance. 

Where could this class take me? 

Students develop key skills such as evaluation, data interpretation, and structured written responses, 
which are essential for post-16 study and in particular Business courses. The course also help students 
understand how the real workplaces operate which prepares them for work. Finally the skills are 
valuable in a wide range of careers, including management, marketing, finance, retail, entrepreneurship, 
and administration. 

Out of class opportunities: Visit to an organisation and participation in an enterprise activity 
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CREATIVE IMEDIA OR  
GCSE COMPUTER SCIENCE 

OPTION 

 

OCR Cambridge National Creative iMedia (J834) 

Course Informatiom 

OCR Creative iMedia is a practical, project-based course that develops students’ digital media and 
creative skills. Students learn how to design and create digital products such as graphics, websites, 
animations, and multimedia content while understanding how media products are planned, created, 
and reviewed in real industry contexts. 

The course combines creativity with technical skills and is ideal for students interested in digital design, 
media, and technology. 

 

Course Content  

Creative iMedia in the Media Industry (R093): This module introduces students to the digital media 
industry. Students learn about different types of media products, media sectors, job roles, and the skills 
required to work in the industry. They also explore how media products are planned and reviewed. 

Visual Identity and Digital Graphics (R094): Students learn how to create visual identities for media 
products. This includes designing logos, graphics, and visual elements for a client brief while considering 
audience needs and design principles. 

Interactive Digital Media (R097): Students learn how to design and create interactive media products 
such as websites or interactive presentations. The module focuses on user interaction, layout, and 
navigation. 

How will I be assessed? 

The course is assessed through a combination of exam and coursework: 

• R093: Creative iMedia in the Media Industry 
Written examination – 40% of the final grade 
Tests knowledge of the media industry, media products, and pre-production documents. 

• Coursework Units 
60% of the final grade 
Students complete practical coursework tasks based on real-life client briefs. Work is assessed 
internally and moderated by OCR. 

Coursework includes planning, creating digital products, and evaluating how well they meet the brief. 

Where could this class take me? 

Students develop practical and creative skills that support coursework-based and vocational post-16 
study, specifically the creative arts. The skills developed in class are also valuable in careers such as 
graphic design, web design, digital marketing, animation, media production, and content creation. 

 
Out of class opportunities 
Students may have an opportunity to visit an organisation that specialises in graphic art and digital 
products. 
 
 
 



20 

 

OCR GCSE Computer Science (J277) 

Course Information 

OCR GCSE Computer Science introduces students to how computers work and how they are used to 
solve real-world problems. The course develops computational thinking, logical problem-solving, and 
programming skills. Students learn how hardware and software interact, how data is represented and 
processed, and how to design, write, and test computer programs. This course is ideal for students who 
enjoy problem solving, logical thinking, and understanding how technology works behind the scenes. 

 

Course Content  

Computer Systems: Students learn how computer systems work, including the role of the CPU, memory, 
storage, and input/output devices. This module also covers system software, operating systems, and 
how data is represented using binary. 

Memory and Storage: This module focuses on different types of memory and storage, including RAM, 
ROM, and secondary storage. Students explore how data is stored, processed, and retrieved efficiently. 

Networks and Connectivity: Students study computer networks, including wired and wireless networks, 
network hardware, protocols, and the internet. This module also introduces network security and 
common cyber threats. 

Cyber Security: This module examines threats such as malware, phishing, and hacking. Students learn 
about prevention methods, including encryption, authentication, and ethical responsibilities when using 
technology. 

Data Representation: Students learn how data such as numbers, images, and sound are represented in 
binary. This module helps students understand how computers store and process different types of 
data. 

Algorithms and Programming: This module introduces algorithms and programming concepts such as 
variables, data types, selection, iteration, and subprograms. Students learn how to design, write, test, 
and refine programs using a high-level programming language. 

Boolean Logic and Programming Techniques: Students explore Boolean logic, logic gates, and how logic 
is used in programming. This module also develops programming techniques such as validation, testing, 
and debugging. 

How will I be assessed? 

The course is assessed through two written examinations, taken at the end of the course: 

• Paper 1: Computer Systems 
50% of the final grade 
Covers computer systems, memory and storage, networks, security, and data representation. 

• Paper 2: Computational Thinking, Algorithms and Programming 
50% of the final grade 
Focuses on algorithms, programming concepts, problem-solving, and computational thinking. 

Both exams include multiple-choice questions, short-answer questions, and longer problem-solving 
questions. Programming knowledge is assessed through written questions and code-based scenarios. 

There is no coursework, but students will complete regular programming practice during the course to 
build confidence and skills. 

Where will this class take me?  

Students develop strong problem-solving, programming, and computational skills essential for further 
study. These skills are valuable in careers such as software development, cyber security, data analysis, 
engineering, game design, and IT support. 
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CONSTRUCTION OPTION 

 
Exam Board: Eduqas Level 2 - Construction and the Built Environment 
 
Course Information 
 
Would you love the opportunity to transform the world around you? Are you looking to learn about new 
technologies, materials and processes that are involved in construction projects? Do you want to develop 
a good foundation for a successful career in construction?  
 
Unit 1: Introduction to the Built Environment (completed by all students)  
You will be introduced to the principles of the built environment and have the opportunity to develop the 
skills, knowledge and understanding in identifying, explaining and evaluating different ideas and concepts 
of the built environment. Explore a range of professional and trade roles. Explore some of the different 
structures and buildings of the built environment. 
 
Unit 2: Constructing the Built Environment  
You will study three construction trade areas of the built environment, including planning, undertaking 
and evaluating construction tasks. 
 
How will I be assessed?  
You will have one exam for Unit 1 which will be worth 40% of your qualification. The exam will last 1 hour 
and 30 minutes, it will be made up of short and extended response questions. Unit 2 will be assessed via 
project work (no exam), which is worth 60% of your qualification. Here you will be asked to prepare and 
complete three trade-based tasks e.g., creating a simple lighting circuit, building a brick structure and 
making a wooden planter. 
 
What skills will I develop?  
You will develop a range of skills which are attractive to employers, colleges and universities including:  

▪ Communication 
▪ Critical thinking 
▪ Independent learning 
▪ Research 
▪ Time management 

 
Careers with constructing the built environment?  
The construction industry offers a wide range of exciting opportunities, from tradesperson to leading large 
scale construction projects, and from an architect to renovator of our historic built environment. 
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DRAMA OPTION 

 
Exam Board: Eduqas GCSE Drama 
 
Course Information 
The Drama specification engages and encourages students to become confident performers and 
designers. Through study of a range of plays, students can develop their own performance style, develop 
their confidence, and get to know the theatrical world through practical application of their knowledge. 
The GCSE course is a fantastic opportunity for students who love performance and expression to develop 
their skills working collaboratively.   
 
Students can choose to develop as a performer or a designer (lighting, sound, set, costume, puppets).  
Whichever option they choose, students can be sure to gather many invaluable skills, both theatrical and 
transferable, to expand their horizons. 
 

Component 1 – Devising Theatre 
What's assessed 

▪ a realisation of their piece of devised theatre  
▪ a portfolio of supporting evidence  
▪ an evaluation of the final performance or design. 

 

How it’s assessed 
▪ Non-exam assessment which is internally assessed and externally moderated 

 

Component 2: Performing from a Text  
What's assessed 

▪ Learners will be assessed on either acting or design.  
▪ Learners study two extracts from the same performance text chosen by the centre.  
▪ Learners participate in one performance using sections of text from both extracts 

 

How it’s assessed: 
▪ Externally assessed by a visiting examiner 

 

Component 3: Interpreting Theatre 
What's assessed 
Section A: Set Text for assessment from 2024 onwards. A series of questions on one set text from a choice 
of seven:  

1. Macbeth William Shakespeare  
2. An Inspector Calls J.B. Priestley  
3. Find Me Olwen Wymark  
4. Noughts & Crosses Malorie Blackman, adapted by Sabrina Mahfouz  
5. Refugee Boy Benjamin Zephaniah  
6. I Love You Mum – I Promise I Won’t Die Mark Wheeller  
7. The IT Vivienne Franzmann.  

Section B: Live Theatre Review One question, from a choice of two, requiring analysis and evaluation of a 
given aspect of a live theatre production seen during the course. 
 

How it’s assessed 
▪ A 1 hour 30-minute written examination. 

 

Where could this course take me?  
Eventually, this course could lead you to opportunities in acting, directing, teaching, costume design, set 
design, stage management, lighting and technical work involving lighting and special effects.  
 

Out of class opportunities 
Visits to Sheffield theatres in order to watch and review live performances. Performing Arts trip to London 
and Paris.  
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HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE  OPTION 

 
Exam Board: Cambridge OCR Level 2 Cambridge National in Health and Social Care 
 
Course Information 
OCR Cambridge National in Health and Social Care is the ideal course for students with an interest in the 
Health and Social Care industry. This course equips students with the knowledge and understanding of how 
to meet the needs of individuals in a range of Health, Social and Childcare Settings. We also aim to give 
students opportunities to gain experience of working with a range of individuals during curriculum time.  
 
How will this course be assessed? 
Over the two-year course, three units will be studied. Students will complete 2 coursework units and a 
written exam. Coursework tasks will include information leaflets, brochures, presentations and delivering 
activities to individuals, young children and elderly people in our local community.  
 

▪ Unit R032: Principles of care in health and social care settings (Exam) 
o Rights and principles of care 
o Methods of communication 
o Safety and security 

▪ Unit R033: Supporting individuals through life events (Coursework) 
o Stages of development 

o Identification of needs 
o Sources of support 

▪ Unit R034: Creative Activities (Coursework) 
o Students plan and deliver a creative activity to a target group.  

o Factors affecting the choice of activity 

o Complementary therapies and their benefits 

 
Where could this course take me? 
If you are interested in working with a wide range of individuals and gaining confidence doing so, then 
Health and Social Care is the ideal course for you. This course prepares students for further Health and 
Social Care studies, leading onto Post 16 study with the knowledge and skills gained during Y10 and Y11.  
Health and Social Care is a subject that will provide you with the skills, experiences and knowledge needed 
to progress onto a range of careers. Some of these include teaching, nursing, midwifery, physiotherapy, 
social work and care workers.   
 
Out of class opportunities 
Throughout the two years, there will be many opportunities to participate in enrichment activities as part 
of the course. Some of these include visiting local special schools, running craft activities for local primary 
schools and helping plan and run the various charity events we hold in school.  
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HOSPITALITY & CATERING  OPTION 

 
Exam Board: EDUQAS Level 2 in Hospitality and Catering 
 
Course Information 
 
What will you study? 
This is a practical course where students will make a range of food products and develop skills related to 
food preparation, including food hygiene, food presentation and production. The course is split into two 
units: 
 
Unit One 

▪ You will learn and develop the skills and knowledge to be able to create a new hospitality and 
catering outlet to open in a specific location. During this unit, you will explore all the different job 
roles in the hospitality and catering industry and how you could go on to study further for these 
careers. 

▪ This will result in a formal written exam at the end of Y11. 
 
Unit Two 

▪ You will learn and develop the skills and knowledge to safely plan, prepare, cook and present 
nutritional dishes. 

▪ The aim is to develop a range of practical skills and use a variety of catering equipment to produce 
a wide range of dishes. 

▪ There will be an assignment that is to be completed to show your knowledge and understanding 
of the subject and demonstrate your practical skills. This is called a Non-Exam Assessment (NEA). 
For the final part of this assessment, you will complete a 4-hour practical exam: this is split into 
two 2-hour exams. 

 
What specific skills do I need to succeed on this course? 
You will need to be organised and show some flair for cooking. However, if you want to improve your 
cooking skills you can and you will be surprised by how professional you will become. 
 
The course does involve written work, and a chance to be creative when designing amazing dishes. 
 
How is this course assessed? 
The course is broken up into 2 assessments. 
  
Unit 1 – The Hospitality and Catering Industry: External exam = 40% 
 
Unit 2 – Hospitality and catering in Action: Non-Exam Assessment (NEA) = 60% 
 
For the NEA you will design and make a product to meet the criteria of one of the set contexts from the 
exam board. 
 
If I follow this course, where can it lead me? 
Did you know the Hospitality industry is the fourth biggest employer in the UK, accounting for 3.2m jobs 
directly and a further 2.8m indirectly? The industry generated over £73bn of Gross Value Added directly 
to the UK economy, and a further £87bn indirectly. There are so many different careers linked to Catering 
and Hospitality, but here are a few: Chef, Food developer, sports nutritionist, hotel administrator, 
hospitality manager (bars, clubs, cafés, restaurants, food trucks, tour operator, confectioner, cabin crew 
– and the list continues! 
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MUSIC  OPTION 

 
Exam Board: EDUQAS GCSE Music 
 
Course Information 
GCSE Music is the ideal course for any students with an interest in performing, composing and listening to 
a variety of different styles of music. You will develop knowledge and understanding of: 
 
Performing Skills 

▪ Students will need to record two pieces of their choosing on any instrument.  
▪ One must be an ensemble (for two people or more) and the other can be a solo or another 

ensemble. 
▪ These will be worked on in class and with instrumental teachers  

 
Composing Skills 

▪ Students will need to produce 2 compositions (one in response to a brief set by the exam board and 
the other a free choice).  

 
Listening and Appraising Skills 
Students will study four areas: 

▪ Musical forms and Devices,  
▪ Music for Ensemble,  
▪ Film Music  
▪ Popular Music  

 
They will analyse two set works decided by the exam board but usually from Musical forms and Devices and 
Popular Music. 
 
How will this course be assessed? 
Students will complete 2 coursework units - performance (2 pieces) and Composing (2 pieces) and a 
written listening exam to gain a GCSE grade. The final external exam will be sat in the Summer of year 11 
and contains a variety of multiple-choice questions, short text answers as well as an essay style question 
on Film Music. 
 
If you chose this course, it could lead to: 

▪ Further studies BTEC/A level music or music technology courses.  
▪ Many careers as it provides you with a range of skills and experiences, including: 

o Teaching 
o Performing 
o Music technology 
o Music producing  
o Music marketing, to name just a few! 

 
Out of class opportunities 

▪ Performances during school and after school events.  
▪ External music lessons.  
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PE & SPORT  OPTION 
 

Exam Board: EDEXCEL GCSE PE/ Level 2 Cambridge National in Sports Studies 
 

If you choose PE and Sport as an option, you will be allocated one of the courses below to best suit your 
skills. 
 

The GCSE PE course is ideal for any student that loves sport, physical education and the challenge to 
academically develop their knowledge of fitness, body systems, health and performance. Throughout the 
course students will complete practical PE lessons each week with a focus on promoting physical fitness, 
developing a range of skills across a broad and varied curriculum and an understanding of the benefits of 
exercise that can last beyond school years. In Y10 students will have the opportunity to select particular 
sports to specialise in. Here they will spend time developing advanced skills and have access to competitions 
alongside creating a sport specific fitness training programme. By Y11 students will have to select three 
sports to be assessed in and prepare for the two written theory exams. 
 

How will this course be assessed? 
Students are assessed in 3 ways: 60% is achieved in two written exams, 30% is achieved through three 
practical performances and 10% is achieved through completion of a coursework task. 
 

The components are: 
▪ Paper 1 Fitness and Body Systems (1 hour and 30 minutes exam): 80 marks  
▪ Paper 2 Health and Performance (1 hour and 15 minutes exam): 60 marks 
▪ Practical Performances (3 sports): 105 marks 
▪ Personal Exercise Programme (coursework): 20 marks 

 

The Cambridge National Sport Studies course is ideal for any student that enjoys playing sport and wants 
to gain an understanding of how to improve performance at all levels. Students will develop their 
performance in sporting activities, increase their confidence in leading sporting activities, understand the 
impact of media on sporting participation and learn about contemporary issues in Sport.  
How will this course be assessed? 
Students will complete three units, two of which will be coursework units and one a written exam.  
Coursework tasks will include performance logbooks, written reports and session plans. The exam unit will 
be a 1 hour 15-minute written exam completed in Y11.  
 

The three units are: 
▪ R184: Contemporary issues in sport: (exam) 80 marks 
▪ R185: Performance and leadership in sports activities (coursework): 80 marks 
▪ R186: Sports and the media (coursework): 40 marks 

  
Throughout the course students will complete practical PE lessons each week with a focus on promoting 
physical fitness, developing a range of skills across a broad, varied curriculum and an understanding of the 
benefits of exercise that can last beyond school years. 
 

Where could these courses take me? 
PE and Sport can lead onto further study with a Cambridge Technical in Sport or A Level PE as well as other 
A Levels and equivalent qualifications. PE and Sport can lead into careers such as a Sports Coaching, 
Physiotherapy, Sports Nutritionist, PE teacher and many more exciting opportunities in the industry of 
Sport, Fitness and Health.  
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“With your commitment, we will 

make a difference”  

Contact Details:  

Year 9 Team    

• aa-y9leadershipteam@astonacademy.org  

Aston SEND   

• aa-send@astonacademy.org  

 
 
 


