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Mission Statement
At Aston we are committed to providing high quality learning and 
teaching, enabling everyone to reach their full potential, whatever their 
age, ability, gender or ethnicity.

We believe that every person is unique and we work together in an 
inclusive environment of mutual respect and consideration, valuing 
everyone’s contribution.

Through our partnership with the local and wider community we aim to 
support our young people in successfully taking their place in society.

Safeguarding Statement
All adults in school have a responsibility to safeguard and promote the 
welfare of children.

‘...you have developed a culture 
and ethos within the school that 
pushes all pupils to be the best 

they can be’
Ofsted 2018



Principal’s Welcome
We are delighted to introduce this Prospectus which we hope provides you with a real sense 
of the ethos and purpose of our school.

Aston Academy is a hardworking, friendly and open community where all people are treated 
as individuals and challenged to realise their full potential in all aspects of their development. 
We value respect, co operation and courtesy, and strive to 
promote effective relationships with all our students, their 
families and the wider community. We want all our students to 
feel happy, secure and confident, knowing that we will support 
them when they encounter difficulties, and that all their efforts 
and achievements will be affirmed and celebrated. 

Students at Aston Academy enjoy high levels of achievement 
across the curriculum in external examinations. We are fully 
committed to offering all our students a flexible curriculum 
tailored to meet their individual needs and to providing them 
with high quality learning and teaching opportunities which will 
enable them to experience success, regardless of their ability, 
gender or background.

We look forward to working in partnership with you in empowering 
your children to take maximum advantage from all the exciting opportunities that Aston 
Academy has to offer, so that they develop as fully rounded young people, enthusiastic and 
able to make a positive contribution to their school and wider community.

We hope this Prospectus encourages you to seek more information about Aston Academy, and 
supports you in reaching the very important decision regarding your child’s future education. 
If you require further details about any aspect of our provision, please do not hesitate to 
contact us – we will be only too pleased to speak with you or to show you around our school.

Yours faithfully

Dominic Curran
Principal
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Local Governing Body
Aston Academy is the founding academy of Aston Community Education 
Trust (ACET), a multi academy trust consisting of three senior and nine junior 
academies in the Sheffield/Rotherham and Derbyshire region: Aston, Aughton, 
Brookfield, Langwith Bassett, Listerdale, Lowedges, Shirebrook, Springwood, 
Swinton, Temple Normanton, Thurcroft and the new junior academy at Waverley, 
opening September 2020.

ACET is led by a board of trustees comprising John Barton (Chair), Catharine 
Kinsella (Vice Chair), Andy Brickles, Craig McGowan, Jane Ford, Jenny Hudson, 
Helen Rogers, and CEO, Eunice Newton.

Each academy has its own Local Governing Body which includes representatives 
from parents/carers, staff and local community.  We hold half termly meetings 
at which all aspects of our provision are monitored and evaluated, with a view 
to their improvement.  We warmly encourage students to make their own 
contribution to decision making at Aston, not least through engagement in 
Student Voice opportunities and participation in the Student Council.
 
On behalf of the trustees and governors, I wish all our new students a happy and 
successful career at Aston Academy.

Mrs J Hudson
Chair of Governors
Aston Academy

(Mrs Hudson and other governors can be contacted through the PA to the Principal)



Our Standards
         & Expectations

Our Ethos
1. Make the most of every second and every opportunity in our academy.

2. Want to be our best and help others to achieve their best.

3. Have pride in and respect for ourselves, others, our academy and our community.

‘Your pupils value and show respect and 
tolerance for each other, your staff and the 
school building because of the culture you 

have developed’
Ofsted 2018



Our Standards
         & Expectations

Aston Academy is a highly supportive learning environment which enables 
students to flourish and make excellent progress.

The promotion of high standards and expectations can be seen across 
our academy with staff supporting students in working to the best of their 
ability. Students are taught the importance of excellent attendance and 
punctuality, taking pride in their efforts and their learning and in showing 
courtesy and good manners.

We believe that excellent behaviour supports effective learning. At Aston 
Academy our Behaviour and Rewards Policy ensures that students are 
rewarded for making good progress and recognised for their high standards 
of behaviour and their contributions to academy life. We expect from our 
students a very high standard of self-discipline, a positive approach to 
their studies and a co-operative and supportive relationship with peers and 
staff. Celebrations of student success and achievement take place at our 
academy throughout the academic year.



Academy Uniform
At Aston Academy we value the collective sense of belonging and purpose that our Academy 
uniform promotes. Our students recognise the importance of wearing their uniform and how 
this helps to prepare them for the future, and the world of work where many professionals have 
a dress code.  Our students are expected to wear our uniform correctly at all times with pride.

Our Uniform is:

• Black blazer with the Aston Academy badge.
• White shirt – long or short sleeved. 
• Optional plain black V-neck jumper (shirt and tie must be visible at the top)
• Academy tie
• Black, loosely tailored trousers that are not tight around the ankle or a black knee length skirt. 
• Plain black low heeled footwear. 
• A bag large enough to carry 5 A4 books, a student planner and equipment.

Jewellery should not be worn except plain stud earrings. Facial piercings and make-up are not 
permitted. For further guidance regarding our uniform policy please visit our website www.
astonacademy.org where photographs are available for you to view, showing our high uniform 
standards. 



Our Learning Day
Encouraging regular school attendance is one of the most powerful ways we can all prepare 
students for future success. There is a strong relationship between high attendance and 
achieving good outcomes in examinations. Students should arrive at the Academy no later 
than 08.30am.

• Period 1   08.40   -  09.40
• Period 2   09.40  -  10.40
• Break    10.40  - 10.55
• Tutor Time  10.55  -  11.20
• Period 3   11.20  -  12.20
• Lunch   12.20  - 13.00
• Period 4  13.00  - 14.00
• Period 5  14.00  - 15.00

Breakfast club is available from 07.45am in Hall 2. A range of snacks are also available during 
morning break and we have two cafeterias providing a wide choice of meals at lunchtimes. 

Tutor Time
Our academy day includes a tutor time period. This period enables students to learn about 
and discuss key PHSCE themes. This includes areas such as democracy, e-safety and personal 
safety, relationships and sex education, health and wellbeing and managing finances; 
amongst many other themes. 

The tutor period is also an excellent opportunity for students to review their individual targets 
and to look closely at their effort and performance.

Standards and expectations are repeatedly shared during tutor time as part of our ethos and 
during the Ofsted inspection in 2018 it was noted that there is a clear shared ethos in our 
academy.



Our
     Curriculum

We firmly believe that our curriculum empowers our students in developing 
the knowledge, understanding and skills that they need to successfully 
enter further education programmes, training and employment.  Our 
curriculum also enables the building of key character skills including 
leadership, resilience and independence to prepare our young people 
effectively for adulthood and the opportunities and challenges that lie 
ahead in the 21st century.

We appreciate and embrace the diversity of our young people and we are 
very proud of our inclusivity and personalised learning programmes, as part 
of our curriculum entitlement.  Additional support is prioritised for those 
students where there is a requirement and we work in close partnership 
with our contributory primary schools to ensure that our students receive 
effective provision as soon as they join us. Personalised support packages 
promote the academic success and personal development of our students.



Our
     Curriculum

KS3
Students in Year 7 will study the English Baccalaureate Curriculum consisting 
of English, Mathematics, Science, French/Spanish, Humanities and Computer 
Science.  The Computer Science curriculum delivers lessons on e-safety and 
this is linked to PSHCE (Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship Education), 
Tutor Time and assembly programmes.

Students will also study Physical Education, Religious Education, PSHCE, 
Drama, Art and Music.

Our curriculum is broad and balanced at Key Stage 3 and lays the learning 
foundations that students need in KS4, Post-16 and beyond.  Our curriculum 
focuses on enabling our young people to be effective lifelong learners that 
develop a wider understanding of the world.  Aston Academy is committed to 
high quality learning and teaching which enables our students to be successful 
whichever future pathways they wish to choose.

‘You and other leaders have a clear vision for 
the curriculum: you want the curriculum to 
challenge pupils to be the best they can be 
and broaden understanding of cultures and 

the wider world’
Ofsted 2018



KS4
The majority of students in Key Stage 4 study the English Baccalaureate subject combination.  
This includes a core curriculum of English, Mathematics, Science, Humanities, Religious Studies, 
Physical Education and a Modern Foreign Language.  Students in Key Stage 4 are also guided 
to take one further option from a broad range of subjects including both traditional and skills-
based qualifications.
We are fully committed to personalised learning pathways throughout Key Stage 4 and some 
students are directed towards following a more vocational pathway in line with their personal 
strengths and skills.  This allows students to study a more vocational range of subjects and 
access additional learning support in both English and Mathematics.
Whichever pathway our students follow, all of our young people have access to a broad range 
of extra-curricular and enrichment activities including day, residential and foreign visits, after-
school and lunchtime clubs and comprehensive revision classes in preparation for KS4 and Post-
16 examinations.

Post-16
Aston Academy is a provider of excellent Post-16 provision; students are guided in their learning 
choices and can study a range of courses including traditional A Levels, BTEC and Cambridge 
National Level 3 Diploma and Vocational courses.  Post-16 students take a leading role in the 
academy and are outstanding role models for our younger students.  Post-16 students are 
encouraged to participate in wider academy life as much as possible in order to develop their 
skills in different areas.

GCSE
        & Post 16

‘As we approach the end to the Year 11 exams I’d just 
like to send a message of thanks to Aston Academy 
for your commitment to the students, shown by 
the numerous revision sessions that have been 
timetabled before/after school and weekends.’
Y11 Parent



House
        System
Students in Years 7 -11 are part of our House System. There are four houses with each 
tutor group belonging to a specific house.  Each house is led by 2 members of Aston 
Academy teaching staff, with a coordinator overseeing events.  Students gain points for 
their house throughout the year due to excellence in their attendance, their academic 
progress, sporting achievement, resilience and participation in community tasks and 
extra curricular opportunities.  There are further opportunities to gain achievement 
points through the termly challenges students take part in. 

The four house crests and names originate from owners and inhabitants of Aston Hall.  
Aston Hall, stands in a hundred acres of woodland with the estate comprising of the  
hall, 11 farms and the villages of Aston and Netherthorpe. We hope to inspire pride and 
knowledge in our local area and its history through our House System.

The four houses each have 2  House Captains and 2 Sports Captains, with additional 
representatives from each tutor group.  Students  are offered opportunities to contribute 
to assemblies, take part in organising events, participate in student voice, and have 
leading roles in school events.

‘Ella has loved her first week at 
the academy, it is lovely to see 
her so excited about learning 
again. So I thank all the staff for 
making her feel so welcome. ’
Y7 Parent



 Extra-Curricular
         Opportunities
At Aston Academy all students can access a wide and varied extra-curricular programme every afternoon 
from 3pm – 4pm.
Our PE Faculty offer clubs in Football (both girls and boys), Netball, Dance, Cross Country, Badminton, 
Trampolining, Rounders, Cricket, Athletics, Tennis and Basketball.
Through attending clubs ALL students have the opportunity to represent Aston Academy in competitive 
fixtures and tournaments.
Our PE Faculty pride themselves on having the most successful teams participating in Rotherham 
competitions whilst also creating an inclusive environment so all students can take part.
Extra-curricular clubs are also offered across a wide range of other subject areas including Music, 
Science, Maths, English, Humanities, Art and ICT.
The House System provides inter-school competitions, teaching students skills in a range of areas. All 
students are welcome to attend and example activities include The Great Aston Bake-Off in Technology 
and Orienteering in Humanities

‘Thank you to all staff for taking our 
children to Barcelona. Lucy has not 
stopped talking about it she had a 
ball. It is experiences like this that 
will stay with them beyond their 
school years .’
Rachel Hayes (Parent)



 Extra-Curricular
         Opportunities

 Being a student
       at our academy

Students at Aston Academy experience success academically and outside the classroom with enrichment 
opportunities promoted and valued.

Our Student Council provides a forum for students to express their own ideas and take a lead on projects 
within school.
The Academy House System creates a team ethos across the whole curriculum and provides opportunities 
for students to celebrate success in a range of areas.
Educational trips provide learning opportunities outside of our academy. This year students have enjoyed 
visits abroad including Barcelona and France, visits to local coastal regions and national parks; and have 
explored learning through visits to the theatre, museums and welcoming visiting speakers into our school. 

Our Young Leaders Programme allows students to develop through a series of qualifications including Sports 
Leaders and the Duke of Edinburgh award.
At Aston Academy we work closely with many people within our local community and provide opportunities 
for students to be involved in community projects and charity events, recognising the contributions they can 
make to our local and wider communities.

‘Pupils are confident that staff will 
deal effectively with any problems 
they might have.’
Ofsted 2018



If you would like your child to attend a highly aspirational school that 
values academic excellence, personal development and the wider 
enrichment of its students, then Aston Academy is the school for your 
child.

For further details regarding applying for a place at our school, please 

Visit our website

www.astonacademy.org

Email

info@astonacademy.org

Call us

01142872171

We look forward to working in partnership with you in the future.

Aston Academy
Aughton Road
Swallownest
Sheffield
S26 4SF
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