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Triple Science Pathway
Hello and welcome to the Triple Science Pathway Options Booklet, 2023. 
Included in this booklet, please find:

• a list of your core subjects (subjects you will be continuing to study in 
Years 10 and 11)

• a list of subjects which are on offer for your Pathway
• a list of suggested “do’s and don’ts”
• a list of adults you may wish to contact for advice or further information

Triple Science Pathway students study as core.  (Core means you cannot opt 
out of these subjects):
English Language
English Literature
Mathematics
Triple Science
French or Spanish
History or Geography
RE

Triple Science Pathway students may choose ONE of the following Option 
subjects (but should indicate second back up choice in addition to their 
PREFERRED ONE Option):
Art: Fine Art & Photography
Drama
Music
GCSE Design Technology
Hospitality and Catering
Computer Science
Health and Social Care
Sociology
Geography
CNAT Enterprise and Marketing
Textiles
GCSE PE
Sport



Do
• choose subjects which YOU like, achieve well in and that interest 

YOU.
• read the Pathways information fully.
• discuss your strengths and areas for development with your subject 

teachers.
• discuss options with your parents/carers.
• e-mail Aston’s Career Officer for advice:  (james.shaw@astonacademy.org)
• realise that virtually all courses lead to a certificate qualification.
• understand that there are equal opportunities for boys and girls in all 

subjects.
• realise that the decisions you make are important.
• try to be sure that you are happy with your choices. You will need to 

complete the course.

Don’t
• think you can drop some subjects: you must do English, mathematics and 

science.
• make your mind up before you know all the facts.
• set your heart on one future career – keep your options open!
• think you can easily switch subjects once you have started the course.
• choose a course because your friends have done so. Their abilities and interests 

may be different to yours.
• let like or dislike of a teacher influence your choice. It is impossible to say 

which teacher you will get next year.
• choose (or ignore) a subject because of your elder brother’s or sister’s opinion.
• think any subjects are ’soft options’. You will have to work hard for ALL of 

them.
• choose a subject you know nothing about. Find out about it, please.
• listen to advice from people who know nothing about courses at this school.
• think some subjects are just for boys or just for girls. ALL are available to both
• make any decision hastily or lightly.
• panic - there are lots of people who are willing to help you.



Subjects
Key Staff:

  Mr. Kilgannon                 Assistant Vice Principal, linked to Y9
  Mr. Shaw                         Careers Lead

  Miss. Birks                       Learning Progress Manager, Y9

Core Subjects: (all students study these, and they are not therefore a choice)

• GCSE English (Lang. & Lit.)     Miss Rogers 
• GCSE Mathematics      Mrs Aggarwal 
• GCSE Science (triple)      Miss Spiewack
• GCSE French/Spanish (Continuation of now)  Miss Barton
• GCSE History or Geography     Mrs Davison
• GCSE PE/OCR CNAT Sports Science   Mrs Miller
• GCSE RE                          Miss Naylor

• PSHCE                           Mr Paton

Options:

• GCSE Art: Fine Art & Photography             Mrs Flint
• GCSE Computer Science      Mr Saxton
• GCSE Design Technology     Mrs Hall
• GCSE Drama        Miss Adams
• Level 2 Health & Social Care     Mrs Miller
• Level 2 Hospitality & Catering     Mrs Hall
• GCSE Music        Mrs Perry
• GCSE Sociology          Miss Naylor
• GCSE Geography       Mrs Davison
• CNAT Enterprise and Marketing    Mr Saxton
• GCSE Textiles       Miss Flint
• GCSE PE        Mrs Miller
• GCSE Sport        Mrs Miller



What will I study?
English Language:  The GCSE English Language course develops skills in reading comprehension and writing 
accuracy. Throughout year 10 and 11, you will learn how to select relevant information, infer meaning, explore 
language use and compare texts’ ideas and messages. You will also learn how to be more effective writers of a 
variety of writing text types, including fictional stories, letters, reports, and articles. You will improve your written 
accuracy through the study of grammar, spelling, and punctuation.
English Literature: The GCSE English Literature course develops close reading skills through the study of classic 
literary texts. Throughout year 10 and 11, you will study one novel (The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde or 
‘A Christmas); two plays (‘An Inspector Calls’ and ‘Macbeth’) and an anthology of fifteen poems. You will also study 
unseen poetry. You will closely examine the texts, studying plot development, character development, themes, and 
social, historical context. You will also develop essay writing skills, including planning and commentary.

What specific skills do I need to succeed on this course?
In order to study English Language and English Literature at GCSE, you will build upon the skills you have already 
developed at Key Stage 3. You will need to write clearly, in detail, and with technical accuracy, using sophisticated 
and appropriate vocabulary as you do so. You will also need to be able to understand and analyse a text in detail, 
commenting on a writer’s language choices, and compare the way that writers present a specific idea or viewpoint. 
You will also develop your skills in spoken language and present on a topic of your choice.

How will this course be assessed?
For English Language, you will be assessed in two examinations at the end of Year 11. These will cover the 
following:
       Exam 1 (50%)       Exam 2 (50%)
Unseen fiction reading comprehension         Non-fiction reading comprehension
         One creative writing piece                          Persuasive/ transactional writing

You will also complete a spoken language assessment where you present on a topic of your choice and answer a 
set of questions relating to this.

For English Literature, you will be assessed in two examinations at the end of Year 11. These will cover the 
following:
Exam 1 (50%)
‘Macbeth’ – two questions; one based on an extract, one an essay
‘Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde’ or ‘A Christmas Carol’ – one question: an essay based on the novel Poetry
Exam 2 (50%)
‘An Inspector Calls’ – one question: an essay based on the play
Poetry – An essay comparing poems from the anthology
Unseen poetry comparison

If I follow this course where can it lead me?
The study of English Language and Literature is incredibly important for you to develop your understanding of how 
social and cultural aspects are presented in both fiction and non-fiction texts. English allows you to access all of 
your other subjects more readily. By the time you complete your GCSEs, it is important that you are a confident 
reader and writer, regardless of if you decide to attend Sixth Form. If you choose to attend Sixth Form, English 
will allow you to access the higher order thinking skills you need for your A-Level courses, so that you can be a 
sophisticated reader and writer.

What else do I need to know?
If you have any questions, please email emma.rogers@astonacademy.org for further information.

English
Lit. & Lang.

“I can see why English is 
compulsory: it really is an important 
subject and I improved a lot in Year 

10.” 
“English helps me improve my 
writing and use of persuasive 

argument.”

“I enjoyed the set texts - you 
really feel like you get to know 

the characters in depth!”

What our pupils 
say...



What will I study?
In Year 10, you will begin your GCSE journey for Maths and whilst continuing to learn new content, you 
will also get the chance to apply everything you have learnt in all the time you have learnt in the subject 
so far. Your studies will still include topics from across the full Maths curriculum - Number, Algebra, 
Geometry, Statistics and Probability. 

What specific skills do I need to succeed on this course?
Whilst having strong number and algebra skills is obviously a good start, to be successful at GCSE 
Maths, you will also need to be able to apply your skills to answer difficult problems. Students often 
find this particularly challenging but your teacher will empower you to become resilient, an effective 
problem-solver and a learner who is not afraid to make mistakes and learn from them. This will take you 
far!

How will this course be assessed?
GCSE Maths is assessed by three full examination papers (two where you are allowed to use a calculator), 
in the summer of Year 11.
  

If I follow this course where can it lead me?
The short answer to this is ‘anywhere’. Maths is used in all sorts of subjects that you may continue to 
study in the future from Computer Science to Geography to Business Studies. Many of our students love 
the subject and choose to study Maths itself at A Level, university and beyond. Outside of education, 
the skills of maths are vital to everyday life and used in all sorts of jobs that you would never imagine! 
Employers universally value the ability to solve problems and that lies at the heart of all the maths we 
do.

What else do I need to know?
You may be learning content from either the Foundation or Higher tier in Maths. Both these levels offer 
the opportunity to gain excellent grades in Maths and we will always ensure that the right decision is 
made for you based on not just your current ability but also your potential in the subject. We want you to 
be challenged but we also want you to be happy and to enjoy your lessons and study.

Maths, by its very nature presents challenges, but it is also consistently identified by Year 11 students 
as being one of their favourite subjects. We firmly believe this is because students are never alone in 
Maths and our fantastic teaching team will be by your side all the way.

        Mathematics

“I like GCSE Maths 
because you learn lots of 
new skills and I always 

feel with Maths that if you 
put the effort in, you see 

the results.” - Current Y10 
Student

“I didn’t use to feel like I was 
any good at Maths but I’m so 

much more confident now. 
My teacher has made me 

feel like I can do it and these 
days it’s one of my favourite 

subjects.” - Current Y11 
Student

“I thought Maths was 
special because you could 

always ask any Maths 
teacher for help and 

they’d support you even 
if you weren’t in their 

class.” - Ex Y10 Student

What our pupils 
say...



        Science
         Triple

What will I study?
GCSE Science is either Combined Science (AQA trilogy) which is worth 2 GCSEs or Single Sciences (AQA 
trilogy: Biology, Chemistry and Physics) which is worth 3 GCSEs.  
In Combined Science and Single Sciences you will continue to study the big ideas that underpin the 
world around us. You will explore question such as;

•         ‘What can fossils tell us about the history of life on Earth?’
•         ‘How do forces affect the speed of a racing car?’
•         ‘Why are the Earth’s resources so important to our society?’

What specific skills do I need to succeed on this course?
If you have a hunger for knowledge and a real curiosity for understanding how things work, science 
offers a constant challenge and, the best thing of all, the excitement of new discoveries.

To succeed, you will need to be willing to use your observational, practical and problem-solving skills 
in the science lab, to explore new scientific concepts. You need to be critical when evaluating and 
analysing the methodology, evidence and conclusions from your fellow scientists.

How will this course be assessed?
There are six written papers: two biology, two chemistry and two physics. Each of the papers will assess 
your  knowledge and understanding from distinct topic areas. All examinations are held in the Summer 
of Year 11. 

Where can it lead me?
Both the routes in science will give you the skills to go on and study Science or Forensic Science at A 
level/BTEC.

The knowledge you gain, and discipline you develop, in science will help you to excel in all areas of 
future life and there are numerous associated, exciting and lucrative employment opportunities. 

What else do I need to know?
Over the course of the two years you will complete required practicals that help you to practise your 
observational and analytical skills. These are assessed throughout the six written papers. 
For further details, please speak to your science teacher or contact Miss Spiewack (Head of 
Faculty): alicia.spiewack@astonacademy.org

“Science is important 
for my preferred career 
path. It makes the most 
sense and I enjoy it”  - 

Post 16 Student
“Science ... I love the 

subject.” - Current Y10 
Student

“ Science teaches 
us how the world 

works and it is super 
interesting” - Year 7 

Student

What our pupils 
say...



        
       French / Spanish

What will I study?
Through a variety of contexts and topic areas, the GCSE MFL course aims to develop skills in four key 
areas: Listening, Speaking, Reading, and Writing. There are three overarching themes to the course:
Theme 1 - Identity and Culture
Theme 2 - Local, national, international and global areas of interest
Theme 3 - Current and future study and employment
Through Studying a language at GCSE, you not only learn the language, but you also learn about different 
countries and cultures.

What specific skills do I need to succeed on this course?
Studying GCSE Modern Foreign Languages requires hard work and dedication. The subject demands 
good communication and writing skills as oracy and literacy are key skills necessary to achieve well in 
this subject. You need to enjoy the language and be prepared to work consistently hard through the two 
year course. Language lessons are fun and interactive, and they build on the knowledge and skills that 
you have acquired in KS3.

How will this course be assessed?
You will be assessed in 4 key areas with 4 examinations at the end of Year 11: Listening, Speaking, Reading 
and Writing. There will be entries at both Foundation and Higher Level. Each of the 4 examinations is 
worth 25% of the final GCSE grade.

If I follow this course where can it lead me?
You can continue with your language at Aston Academy or college, at A Level. If you choose to stop 
studying the subject at GCSE you will have developed excellent communication skills, which will be 
recognised by further education institutions or by employers. You will also have the ability to speak one 
of the languages which are two of the most widely spoken in the whole world.

What else do I need to know?
• Potential opportunity for a trip abroad
• Helps develop cognitive skills, such as memory and creativity
• Will enhance your communication and literacy skills and general confidence
• Gives you more opportunities to travel and work abroad in the future

“Learning a language broadens 
both your horizons and your 
understanding of the world. 

Employers value pupils with foreign 
language qualifications because it 
shows they have developed great 

skills.”

“You should choose French 
because it will take your 

international knowledge to a new 
level. Also it’s fabulous!”

“GCSE Spanish is fantastic be-
cause it’s actually a fun language 
and you can use your Spanish on 

holiday in Spain!”

What our pupils 
say...



        
       Geography

What will I study?
The course has been designed to allow a large number of topics to be studied over the 2 years and to provide an 
insight into some of the most important and topical issues that will shape your life today and in the future. From 
climate change to resource depletion, from global pandemics to trade wars between countries, from population 
growth to sustainable living, Geography has never been more relevant!
GCSE Geography gives you the chance to get to grips with some of the big questions and understand the social, 
economic and physical forces and processes which will shape and change your world. Topics that you will study 
include: natural hazards - looking at volcanoes, hurricanes, extreme weather events and climate change, living 
world - studying tropical rainforests and deserts, urban issues and challenges - topics range from shanty towns/
slums in the poor countries to building new green carbon neutral cities. We also study the changing economic 
world - looking at why some countries are richer than others and how international companies are changing the 
world in which we live.
What specific skills do I need to succeed on this course? 
Studying GCSE Geography requires enthusiasm and hard work to succeed. It is a very practical subject, with 
opportunities to learn important new skills such as modern computer based mapping (called GIS), map skills, 
interpreting photographs, fieldwork skills, presenting, role play and debating techniques. You will improve your 
literacy through your report writing and written work and make practical use of your numeracy skills when you 
interpret data and construct graphs. Fieldwork is a really important part of geography. 
How will this course be assessed?
You will be assessed with three exams 
• Paper 1: Living with the physical environment - 1 hour 30 minutes, 35% of GCSE
• Paper 2: Challenges in the human environment- 1 hour 30 minutes, 35% of GCSE
• Paper 3: Geographical application -1 hour, 30% of GCSE (This paper links to fieldwork and issue evaluation 

this changes every year and is linked to a real life current issue) 
If I follow this course where can it lead me?
Studying GCSE Geography provides students with a variety of valuable skills that can be transferred and used 
across other subject areas and later in working life, these practical and transferable skills include looking 
at issues differently, teamwork, geographical argument, evaluation and data handling. Geography is a well-
respected academic GCSE because of the breadth of content covered and the analytical skills developed, this is 
why employers and colleges value the subject so highly. 
What else do I need to know?
The course requires you to undertake two geographical enquiries (fieldwork) and therefore all students will be 
offered a wonderful opportunity to learn outside of the classroom and gain important skills in handling and 
analysing data

“Geography is my favourite subject! 
Learning about how the human and 

physical world works and how they link 
together is fascinating. It gives you 
a better understanding of the world 

allowing you to be better prepared for 
when you leave school.”

“Geography is good because you can 
directly see what you are studying in 
the real world, you can actually see 
the topics you learn about taking 

place.”

“I would recommend Geography 
as it helps you get some 

perspective on the amazing 
advantage we have through living 
in this country and the hardship 

many other people face in poorer 
countries around the world.”

What our pupils 
say...



        
       History

What will I study?
In GCSE History, we study a range of topics to ensure you gain as broad an understanding of History as possible. 
Whether you are interested in how the lives of people have changed over time, the power of kings and battles 
they won to gain their control or the way Hitler changed Germany after World War One – History has something 
for you! These topics include: Medicine Through Time – the way medical knowledge and understanding has 
changed from 1250 to present day. Anglo-Saxon and Norman England – how different aspects of life changed 
after 1066 and the battles that took place to gain control. The Cold War – the fight for supremacy between 
the USA and the USSR in the 20th century. Finally, Weimar and Nazi Germany – how Germany changed and 
recovered after WW1 and Hitler’s rise to power.
What specific skills do I need to succeed on this course?
The skills required for GCSE History are a continuation of those you have learnt at KS3. The ability to analyse 
historical sources and interpretations, as well as express your ideas in extended writing is very important. 
Throughout Year 10 and 11 we focus on ensuring you are able to develop these skills as much as possible, 
using your knowledge and understanding from KS3 as a starting point.
How will this course be assessed?
GCSE History is assessed through three separate examinations at the end of Year 11. With no coursework to 
complete, we focus on developing knowledge, understanding and skills throughout the two year course.
• Paper 1: Medicine through time and the British sector of the Western Front – 1 hour 15 minutes, 30% of 

GCSE
• Paper 2: Anglo-Saxon and Norman England, c1060-88 with Superpower relations and the Cold War, 1941-

1991 – 1 hour 45 minutes, 40% of GCSE
• Paper 3: Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918-1939 – 1 hour 20 minutes, 30% of GCSE
 
If I follow the course, where can it lead me?
Achieving a GCSE in History gives you the opportunity to progress to Post-16 in a wide variety of ways. Whether 
you are planning to take A Levels, BTECs or do an apprenticeship after your GCSEs are over, the knowledge and 
skills you gain from studying History will help you. Students who decide to study History at GCSE and beyond 
move onto many different types of careers - journalism, accountancy and the law to name a few. 
What else do I need to know?
We aim to give GCSE History students the opportunity to attend at least one fieldtrip linked to learning of the 
course in Year 10 or Year 11.

I would absolutely recommend GCSE 
History to every Year 9 student 

because it is so fascinating. You learn 
about so many interesting historical 

events over a wide range of time 
periods which gives context to our 

lives today. The teachers are excellent 
and you will learn skills to transfer to 
many subjects. Overall, it is a really 

interesting subject that everyone will 
enjoy.

GCSE History lays the foundations 
to becoming a more open 

minded and inquisitive person. 
It encourages taking a fresh 

perspective on issues we face as a 
society today. 

What our pupils 
say... It is incredibly interesting and totally 

different to what I expected but in 
the best possible way. From the very 

beginning it has genuinely been one of 
my favourite subjects which is not what 

I expected it to be at first!



        
       PE

“I like being part of a team and enjoy 
the competitive sports we play in PE 
lessons. The theory lessons are very 

engaging as I enjoy learning new 
information about staying healthy and 

fit”.

What will I study?
Edexcel GCSE in Physical Education 
What specific skills do I need to succeed on this course?
The PE GCSE course is the ideal for any student that loves all sports, physical education and the challenge 
to academically develop their knowledge of fitness, body systems, health and performance. Throughout the 
course students will complete practical PE lessons each week with a focus on promoting physical fitness, 
developing a range of skills across a broad and varied curriculum and an understanding of the benefits of 
exercise that can last beyond school years. In Y10 students will have the opportunity to select particular sports 
to specialise in. Here they will spend time developing advanced skills and have access to competitions and 
create a sport specific fitness training programme. By Y11 students will have to select 3 sports to be assessed 
in and prepare for the 2 written theory exams.
How will this course be assessed?
Students are assessed in 3 ways:
1)  60% of the final grade is achieved in 2 written theory exams . Paper One: Fitness and Body Systems which 
is 1 hour and 30 minutes, marked out of 80 (Applied anatomy and physiology, movement analysis and physical 
training). Paper 2: Health and Performance which is 1 hour and 15 minutes marked out of 60 (Health, fitness 
and well-being, Sports psychology, socio-cultural influences).
2)  30% of the final grade is achieved through 3 practical performances . One team game/sport, one individual 
game/sport and one more of your choice.
3)  10% of the final grade is achieved through the writing and completing of a Personal Exercise Programme 
(coursework) .
 
If I follow the course, where can it lead me?
If you take GCSE PE it can lead onto studying at Post 16 with A Level PE, Cambridge Technical in Sport
or any other A Levels and equivalent qualifications, many of which are on offer at Aston Academy’s 6th Form.
This could then lead to University and careers opportunities such as a Sports coach, Physiotherapist, Sports 
Nutritionist, Sports/PE teacher and many more exciting opportunities in the industry of Sport, Fitness and 
Health.
What else do I need to know?
The course is led by the PE staff and you will have 1 lesson a week practical and 1 lesson a week theory. If you
would like to discuss the course or gain further information please email Mrs. Miller on :
rebecca.miller@astonacademy.org

“I enjoy playing new sports and 
developing my skills practically. I find 
the theory really interesting and have 
enjoyed learning about the anatomy 

and how it applies in sport”.

What our 
students say...



“I enjoy learning about the body and 
nutrition to help me stay healthy and 
pick the right choices in life. It is a 

really fun lesson too”

What will I study?
 A Cambridge National Sports Science qualification. Students will develop their knowledge of reducing the risk 
of sports injury, improving personal fitness through training and diet and sports performance.

What specific skills do I need to succeed on this course?
The OCR Cambridge National Sports Science course is ideal for any students that appreciate how sports 
science underpins performance in sport at all levels.

How will this course be assessed?
Students will complete 3 Units of work. 2 of these will be coursework units and the third will be a written exam, 
to gain an OCR Cambridge National qualification in Sports Science, which is equivalent to a GCSE.
Coursework tasks will include information leaflets, borchures, presentations and even participating in fitness 
testing sessions. The exm will be a 1 hour 15-minute written eam at the end of the course. The 3 units 3:

1) Unit R180: Reducing the risk of sports injuries and dealing with common medical condistions (exam unit 
worth 40%)
2) Unit R181: Applying the principles of training: fitness and how it affects skill performance (coursework unit 
worth 40%)
3) Unit R183: Nutrition and sports performance (coursework unit worth 20%)

If I follow the course, where can it lead me?
If you take Sports Science it can lead you to exciting post-16 opportunities, such as a Cambridge Technical 
in Sport or A Level PE - both of which are offered at Aston Academy’s 6th Form. The qualification would also 
complement many other A Levels or equivalent qualifications. It could then lead to a University course and/
or careers such as a Sports coach, Physiotherapist, Sports Nutritionist, Sports/PE teacher and many more 
exciting opportunities in the industry of Sport, Fitness and Health.

What else do I need to know?
Throughout the course, students will complete practical PE lessons each week with a focus on promoting 
physical fitness, developing a range of skills across a broad and varied curriculum and an understanding of the 
benefits of exercise that can last beyond school years.The course is led by the PE staff.  If you would like to 
discuss the course or gain further information please email Mrs. Miller on rebecca.miller@astonacademy.org.

“I like the fun sports lessons that are 
tailored to help me enjoy PE. I enjoy the 
sports choices and like learning about 

how to keep fit and healthy”

What our 
students say...

OCR CNAT
Sports Science



        
Religious Studies

What will I study?
At Aston Academy students complete the AQA GCSE Religious: Studies A specification. The course is 
designed to develop an appreciation of how religion, philosophy and ethics form the basis of British 
culture. Students are challenged to consider questions about beliefs, values, meaning, purpose and 
truth. They will be able to learn to form, express and justify their own opinions about modern religious 
and secular issues. This course includes an in-depth study of Christianity and Islam, building a 
foundation of knowledge about their key religious beliefs and practices. When students are confident 
with this knowledge they go on to study a range of ethical questions about family life and relationships, 
peace and conflict, crime and punishment and issues of life and death. 
What specific skills do I need to succeed on this course?
Thinking skills and debating lie at the heart of success in GCSE RE. Having interest in others and the 
world around you and a willingness to be open-minded really helps. You need to be able to listen to 
and reflect on different ideas and perspectives. You need to develop the skills to critically analyse 
and evaluate varied beliefs and practices, to consider their strengths and weaknesses and show 
understanding of how they impact upon the lives of believers and secular society. Literacy skills play 
a big part in success on this course. You will need to develop your ability to write a fluent argument, 
to use evidence and quotations to support your points and to express your own opinions using logic, 
academic vocabulary and reason. 
How will this course be assessed?
The GCSE course is examined at the end of year 11 through two external examinations. Each of these 
will be 1 hour and 45 minutes long. The first will examine students’ knowledge and understanding of 
the beliefs and teachings of Christianity and Islam. The second will examine students’ ability to apply 
these beliefs and teachings to thematic studies of peace and conflict, crime and punishment, religion 
and life and relationships and families. Each of these exams is worth 50% of the final result. 
If I follow the course, where can it lead me?
As this course develops skills in critical thinking, analysis, evaluation and literacy, it acts as 
a springboard to A Level study in a range of subjects. Students often go on to complete further 
qualifications in Sociology, Philosophy, Psychology or English. It lends itself to careers in Law, 
psychology, social work, caring professions and many others. 
What else do I need to know?
This course will help you to understand better the people who you will live among and work with in 
the adult world. You will be learning about the traditions, which are most prevalent in the UK and in 
the area in which you live. This will help you to develop friendly relations between different groups of 
people and promote peaceful dialogue in a diverse and changing world.

“I feel I am better at framing an 
argument for or against really 

important issues.”
“I enjoy the debating!”

“RE has helped me to know and 
understand a lot more about our 

society”.

What our 
students say...



PSHCE
What will I study?
PSHCE stands for ‘Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship Education’.  At Aston Academy the PSHCE 
curriculum is designed to teach the statutory topics of ‘Health Education’ and ‘Relationships and Sex 
Education’ (RSE), as well as the topic titled ‘Living in the Wider World’ which focuses on Citizenship 
and Careers Education, amongst developing other important ‘Life Skills’ such as managing money.  
You will therefore study topics ranging from healthy relationships, managing emotions and coping 
with stress, to human rights and learning how to apply for a job.  
What specific skills do I need to succeed on this course?
PSHCE is concerned with your personal development.  We want you to leave our academy with the 
interpersonal skills and the confidence to form positive relationships with other people in a range of 
different social settings.  PSHCE doesn’t just focus on one subject area but is a ‘curriculum for life’, 
so to be successful in it, you need to develop a variety of different skills and attributes.

These skills and attributes include adopting a mature and sensible attitude, (especially when 
discussing topics such as relationships and sex education), working successfully as part of a team, 
communicating clearly, whether that be verbally in class discussions or in writing (for example when 
writing a personal reference as part of a further education application) and developing resilience 
(coping with the stresses and demands of being a KS4 student). 
How will this course be assessed?
As PSHCE is about your personal development and preparing you for life, there are no examinations 
that will determine whether you have ‘passed’ or failed’.

However, you will be expected to complete base line questionnaires to assess your knowledge and 
understanding before you begin a topic so that you can track your progress as you learn.  Your teachers 
and form tutors will also be assessing you through the variety of activities they ask you to complete 
in lessons, such as creative work-tasks and quizzes when you have completed a topic.
What else do I need to know?
At Aston Academy, it is the responsibility of all staff to work together to ensure you leave our academy 
with the knowledge and skills necessary to live safely and healthily, as well as preparing you for life 
as a citizen of the world.  However, sessions and drop down days on the topics of mental health, 
relationships and sex education and Citizenship will be delivered by subject specialists.  In your tutor 
time sessions, you will continue to develop your knowledge and understanding of key issues to do 
with Citizenship, Well-Being and Careers, where you will receive support and guidance from your form 
tutor in helping you to make decisions concerning the future of your education or training.          

“I can see why this is compulsory 
as I’ve learnt a lot about living in 

Britain from these lessons.” “The resources are up-to-date and 
really make you think!”

“I like this lesson because it’s so 
relevant to me and the choices I 

need to make in life.”

What our 
students say...



What will I study?
Fine Art & Photography

The course is broken up into 2 Components:
•      Portfolio – 60%
•      Externally Set Task – 40%
All of our art courses are technically Non-Examined Assessments, but a part of the Externally 
Set Task has to be completed independently.

Areas of study can include:
drawing • painting • sculpture • printmaking • mixed media • land art ● portraiture 
photography • location photography • studio photography • experimental imagery • photo-
journalism • fashion photography ● Conceptual and installation art.

Skills:
mark-making • monoprint, collagraph and block printing • assemblage • construction • 
carving • digital working methods ● lighting • viewpoint • aperture • depth of field • shutter 
speed and movement • use of enlarger • chemical and/or digital processes • 3d drawing.

In Y10 you will complete a series of workshops which will build your skills in specialist areas, 
whilst exploring specific themes (year 10 work will contribute to your Portfolio).
In Y11 you will develop a project with a final piece and also complete the Externally Set Task.

Do I get to choose what kind of things I make/create?
Like all GCSE subjects we have to work to the exam boards requirements, but we design our 
courses so that you get a lot of personal choice.  We give you a range of starting points that 
you can then choose to develop in your own way.  The more involved you are, the more choices 
you get to make!
You will also get to exhibit your work at the end of the course.

Do we go on trips?
Yes, we do a trip in Y10 – the aim of the trip is to gain inspiration to help you develop your Y10 
projects.  Last year, Y10 went to The Deep because they were studying organic forms.

How will this course be assessed?
This is a 2 year course (Y10 and Y11).  All your work is assessed by your teacher at regular 
intervals throughout the year and you are continually given verbal feedback in lessons.  At the 
very end of the year, an external moderator, from the exam board, comes to check they agree 
with the marks.

Fine Art &
Photography



Is there an exam?
Not exactly. All parts of this course are NEA (which means Non-Examined Assessment).  
However, in January of Y11, you will receive a question paper from the exam board. You will 
choose a question/theme from the paper and then create a project based on that question. At 
the end of the project, you will create a 10 hour piece of work independently.
Do I have to write?
Not extensively, no.  You will have to write annotations (notes, thoughts, ideas, reflections) on 
your work as you make it.
What can I do with an art qualification?
Did you know the country’s very successful creative industries contributed £111.7 billion to 
the UK in 2018? The equivalent to £306 million every DAY!
The term ‘creative industries’ describes businesses with creativity at their heart – for example 
design, music, publishing, architecture, film and video, crafts, visual arts, fashion, TV and 
radio, advertising, literature, computer games and the performing arts.  Employers really value 
‘creativity’ as an attribute.
Jobs in the creative industries are: Video Game Designer, Graphic Designer, marketing and 
advertising, film and TV set designer, architect, fashion design, design engineer, illustrator, 
animator…. And these are just a few!!!

‘During my time studying art 
at Aston, I have experimented 

with, perfected and learnt 
so many new techniques 

and skills. I have thoroughly 
enjoyed my experience from 

start to end, and it has 
developed my pre-existing 
passion for art even more. 
If you have a creative and 

imaginative mind, this is the 
course for you!’

‘I really love learning about art 
at Aston Academy because 
everything that we do is so 
interesting and as a bonus, 

the teachers are lovely which 
just makes it so much more 

enjoyable.’

‘The thing that’s pushed me the 
most to work during my time 
at Aston, is the teachers. The 

department is small in numbers 
but strong in love and care. They 

saw my potential and wanted 
me to thrive and have been with 

me through every step of my 
creative journey. They’ve given 

me pride in my work.’

What our pupils 
say...

Fine Art &

Photography (continued)



What will I study?
3D and Textile Design

The course is broken up into 2 Components:
•      Portfolio – 60%
•      Externally Set Task – 40%
All of our art courses are technically Non-Examined Assessments, but a part of the Externally 
Set Task has to be completed independently.

Areas of study can include:
art textiles • fashion design and illustration • costume design • constructed textiles • printed 
and dyed textiles • surface pattern • stitched and/or embellished textiles architectural design 
• sculpture • ceramics • jewellery and body adornment •

Skills:  
weaving • felting • stitching • appliqué • construction methods • printing model making • 
constructing • assembling • modelling • carving • sgraffito • sculpting • casting • glazing 
and decoration.

In Y10 you will complete a series of workshops which will build your skills in specialist areas, 
whilst exploring specific themes (year 10 work will contribute to your Portfolio).
In Y11 you will develop a project with a final piece and also complete the Externally Set Task.

Do I get to choose what kind of things I make/create?
Like all GCSE subjects we have to work to the exam boards requirements, but we design our 
courses so that you get a lot of personal choice.  We give you a range of starting points that you 
can then choose to develop in your own way.  The more involved you are, the more choices you 
get to make!
You will also get to exhibit your work at the end of the course.

Do we go on trips?
Yes, we do a trip in Y10 – the aim of the trip is to gain inspiration to help you develop your Y10 
projects.  Last year, Y10 went to The Deep because they were studying organic forms.

How will this course be assessed?
This is a 2 year course (Y10 and Y11).  All your work is assessed by your teacher at regular 
intervals throughout the year and you are continually given verbal feedback in lessons.  At the 
very end of the year, an external moderator, from the exam board, comes to check they agree 
with the marks.

3D & Textile Design



Is there an exam?
Not exactly. All parts of this course are NEA (which means Non-Examined Assessment).  
However, in January of Y11, you will receive a question paper from the exam board. You will 
choose a question/theme from the paper and then create a project based on that question. 
At the end of the project, you will create a 10 hour piece of work independently.

Do I have to write?
Not extensively, no.  You will have to write annotations (notes, thoughts, ideas, reflections) 
on your work as you make it.

What can I do with an art qualification?
Did you know the country’s very successful creative industries contributed £111.7 billion to 
the UK in 2018? The equivalent to £306 million every DAY!
The term ‘creative industries’ describes businesses with creativity at their heart – for example 
design, music, publishing, architecture, film and video, crafts, visual arts, fashion, TV and 
radio, advertising, literature, computer games and the performing arts.  Employers really 
value ‘creativity’ as an attribute.
Jobs in the creative industries are: Video Game Designer, Graphic Designer, marketing and 
advertising, film and TV set designer, architect, fashion design, design engineer, illustrator, 
animator…. And these are just a few!!!

‘During my time studying art 
at Aston, I have experimented 

with, perfected and learnt 
so many new techniques 

and skills. I have thoroughly 
enjoyed my experience from 

start to end, and it has 
developed my pre-existing 
passion for art even more. 
If you have a creative and 

imaginative mind, this is the 
course for you!’

‘I really love learning about art 
at Aston Academy because 
everything that we do is so 
interesting and as a bonus, 

the teachers are lovely which 
just makes it so much more 

enjoyable.’

‘The thing that’s pushed me the 
most to work during my time 
at Aston, is the teachers. The 

department is small in numbers 
but strong in love and care. They 

saw my potential and wanted 
me to thrive and have been with 

me through every step of my 
creative journey. They’ve given 

me pride in my work.’

3D & Textile Design 
(continued)

What our 
students say...



GCSE/BTEC
Dance        

What will I study?
AQA GCSE or a BTEC in Dance

What specific skills do I need to succeed on this course?
GCSE or BTEC Dance is the ideal course for any students with an interest in dance, sport or performing arts. This course 
will focus on the aesthetic and artistics qualities of dance through both practical and theory based units of work. This 
includes looking at expression and communication through dance movement and performance and the creation and 
application of dance. 

How will this course be assessed?
The 2 year GCSE course is made up of 2 components as outlined by AQA. Component 1 will be practical based and will 
focus on Performance and Choreography which will be made up of set phrases through a solo performance and a solo or 
group choreography. Component 2 is theory based whereby students will study professional works as well as the critical 
appreciation of their own work with a focus on Dance Appreciation. 
Component 1: Performance and Choreography 
● Performance: solo performance and duo/trio - 30% of the total marks 
● Choreography: solo or group - 30% of the total marks
Component 2: Dance Appreciation
● Written paper - 40% of total marks 
The 2 year BTEC Dance course is more practical based with elements of theory which will develop students performance 
skills and knowledge of dance techniques. The BTEC Dance course will be split into 3 components as follows: 
Component 1: Exploring the performing Arts - 30% of the total marks 
Component 2: Developing skills and techniques - 30% of the total marks 
Component 3: Performing to a brief - 40% of the total marks

If I follow this course where can it lead me?
This course prepares students for a career in dance, teaching, performing arts and further studies in higher education. 
It will also help to develop skills recognised by universities and employers such as problem solving, creativity and 
teamwork. Following the dance course can lead to a wide variety of different careers as it provides students with a range 
of experience and skills that will benefit them in the future.

What else do I need to know?
Throughout the two years, students will participate in lessons of practical dance and 1 lesson of Theory. Students will be 
expected to have full, appropriate PE/Dance kit for all practical lessons, long hair tied back and all jewelry removed. If 
you are interested in a career involving dance or performing arts the Dance course is the ideal course for you. The course 
is led by Miss Cant and the PE staff.  If you would like to discuss the course or gain further information, please email Miss 
Cant on nicole.cant@astonacademy.org.

“You’ll definitely find this 
course enjoyable if you want 

to know more about how 
businesses work!”

“I’ve really enjoyed learning 
about real businesses: the 
decisions that they take 

and the consequences they 
face.”

“I’ve found the course 
really interesting.  It 

teaches you lots about 
business theory like 

different types of 
ownership, employment 
laws, business finance, 
globalisation and much 

more!”

What our 
students say...



Computer
Science

Would you like to know how your favourite apps actually work? Do you have an idea for the next must-
have app but lack the skills to create it? If this sounds good the GCSE Computer Science is the course 
for you.
What will I study?
This 2 year course will take you from beginner to advanced levels in computer science.  This will cover 
the theory of computer science and how you can use this information to create software to solve 
problems.
What specific skills do I need to succeed on this course?
• Problem solving - Computer science involves a lot of problem solving
• Programming - You need to have a keen interest in programming and be willing to work hard out 

of school
• Working under pressure - You will be assessed by exam only so you need to be able to excel at this
How will this course be assessed?
The course is assessed completely by exams.  There are 2 exams that both represent 50% of the 
overall grade.  50% on the theory of computer science and 50% on application of the programming 
skills you have learned.
If I follow this course where can it lead me?
This is a highly sought after qualification that is challenging but rewards you with highly transferable 
skills and good employability prospects. If you would like to get into the computing industry this is a 
good qualification to complement courses such as Art or Product Design.
What else do I need to know?
This course is excellent preparation if you want to study or work in areas that rely on the skills you’ll 
develop, especially where they’re applied to technical problems. These areas include engineering, 
financial and resource management, science and medicine.
If you are more interested in graphic design, games creation and creating websites then why not try the CNAT 

iMedia course? If you have any questions about Computer Science then contact Mr Saxton - andrew.saxton@

astonacademy.org

“Computer science isn’t easy, 
but it is really interesting and 

you will learn everything about 
computers.”

“I liked the programming 
part of the course the best 
as I really enjoy creating 

my own programmes”

“I really want to go to 
a good university and 
Computer Science is 
seen as a really good 
qualification to have”

What our 
students say...



        
Design Technology

What will I study?

Core Knowledge
Through several different projects and focused practical sessions you will study:
• Design Technology and our world 
• Modern and Smart materials
• Timbers
• Metals
• Plastics
• Electronics and mechanisms
• Art Textiles

You will investigate given tasks, identify clients and their needs. You will develop an exciting range of 
designing and presentation techniques and work with a wide variety of tools and equipment to make a 
range of products in different materials

In–depth Knowledge
• For section B of your written exam we study the material area of ‘natural and man-made timbers. 

This includes:
• Sources of timbers
• Environmental, ethical and cultural influences on designs.
• Stock forms
• Process and techniques when working with timbers
• Specialist techniques, tools and technology when working with timbers
• Finishes and treatments

What specific skills do I need to succeed on this course?
To achieve in DT at GCSE you need an open mind. You will use investigation, analysis, creativity, and 
experimentation to solve problems. You will use a wide range of practical skills and techniques to create 
solutions and match them to a variety of client needs. You will also need to use a range of communication 
techniques to demonstrate your ideas: sketching, technical drawing, CAD skills (computer aided design) 
as well as written communication.
How is this course assessed?
The course is broken up into 2 assessments.

External exam. Y11 = 50% and a Non-Exam Assessment (NEA) = 50%. Both 
completed in Y11
For the NEA you will design and make a product you have chosen within the set context provided by 
the exam board. The external exam has two sections: in Section A you are assessed on all the core 
knowledge areas above, and in Section B you are assessed on your knowledge of paper and boards.



        
       Design Technology

If I follow this course where can it lead me?
Did you know the UK’s very successful creative industries contributed £111.7 billion to the UK in 2018 
and that 1.8 million engineers are required in the next 5 years in the UK? As we live in a world that 
has been designed and made, where design technologists are working hard to find solutions to some 
of the current global issues, there are many future pathways you can take after this course: Product 
design, fashion/textile design, construction, architecture, engineer, joinery, metal fabricator, CAD 
designer, electrical engineer, graphic designer, automotive designer, games developer, marketing and 
advertising.  The otential career pathways are so numerous we couldn’t possibly list them all. 

The skills you will develop throughout this course are beneficial to many different career opportunities. 
You will use creativity, problem solving, collaboration, experimentation. You will develop resilience, a 
variety of communication skills, analysis skills and how to address client or customer needs. 

What else do I need to know?
In previous years, students have been involved in competitions giving them the opportunity to use their 
skills to compete against other GCSE students. We have also visited further education institutes such 
as the AMRC and Sheffield College, so students have an insight into where they could take their studies 
after completing secondary school.

Past GCSE Final Assessment Projects 

‘I love that I got to work 
with lots of different 
materials, tools and 

equipment and then using 
those skills, I designed and 

made my own products’.

‘I wanted to study product 
design at college and this 
was the perfect course to 

give me the skills I needed’.

‘I was always surprised 
how quick the lessons 
went because I was so 

caught up in what I was 
designing or making’.

What our 
students say...



        
Drama

What will I study?
During your time on the course, you will study a variety of different approaches to theatre, including 
practitioners such as Brecht, Stanislavski, Artaud and Frantic Assembly, where you will then be given the 
opportunity to put these approaches into practice. You will develop and hone your skills as a performer, 
both in performing a character from a given script, and through devising your own performances. In 
Drama, you will have the opportunity to use your voice to create your own performance, critique other 
performances, as well as considering and taking on some of the different roles within the theatre, 
including directing, acting and designing. 
What specific skills do I need to succeed on this course?
Drama unlocks your potential to demonstrate good communication, team work and leadership skills 
and to become an effective team player, by both supporting others and working within a group. You will 
also have lots of opportunities to work independently, for example, investing time in learning lines, and 
completing your written exam and coursework. Due to the nature of performing, organisation and time 
management skills will also be incredibly helpful, as you will need to prioritise your time to rehearse 
with your group, plan the focus of your rehearsals and organise costumes. 
How will this course be assessed? 
Overall, the course works out at 60% practical/coursework and 40% examination.
The course is split into three components; a written exam worth 40% of the grade, a devised performance 
with accompanying coursework also worth 40% and finally a performance from a script worth 20% of 
your grade. The exam will be focused on key terms and subject knowledge, text study, and a theatre 
review. 
If I follow this course, where can it lead me?
A Level and BTEC courses would provide further exciting opportunities to continue your studies within 
the subject of Drama. Given the nature of Drama, you will improve your communication and leadership 
skills, and expand your confidence in and ability to speak in front of a group of people. Dealing with 
nerves and speaking under pressure, whether for a presentation, assembly or an interview is often a 
highly desired and sought-after skill. The skills of analysis and interpretation of language will also lay 
an important foundation for further study and success in both English Language and English Literature 
at A level. 
What else do I need to know?
As part of the Drama course, there is a requirement for you to go the theatre to see a live play and you 
may also be given priority with upcoming whole school performances. In relation to your studies, it can 
also complement your work and understanding of English Literature, particularly in the study of a play 
as will gain a deeper understanding of subtexts, character development and analysis of narrative.

‘I would recommend 
choosing Drama, especially 

if you’re interested in 
directing. I’m really looking 

forward to being able to 
devise our own play’

‘It is challenging at times, 
but it’s helped me a lot and 
it’s really fun. I really enjoy 
the subject and chose it to 
help my confidence. I would 

highly recommend this 
course.’

‘I would definitely recommend 
this course. On a scale of 

1-10=10’

What our 
students say...



        
CNAT Enterprise &

Marketing     
Are you interested in Business? Would you like to start your own business in the future? Can you see 
yourself on Dragons Den or the Apprentice one day? - then this course is for you...
What will I study?
Over the course of 2 years you will get to study many different areas of business through both applied 
knowledge and practical skills including: Enterprise and marketing concepts, which will enable you 
to understand the main activities that will need to happen to support a start-up business, and what 
the key factors are to consider when starting up a business you will then get to design a business 
proposal and also market and pitch your business proposal.
What specific skills do I need to succeed on this course?
• Enthusiasm
• Imagination
• Determination
• Be able to use a computer
How will this course be assessed?
You will be required to complete 3 units of work over the 2 years, 2 of which will be coursework and 
assessed by your teacher and 1 will be an external exam.
If I follow this course where can it lead me?
This course is designed with both practical and theoretical elements, which will prepare you for further 
study of qualifications in Enterprise, Marketing or Business. For example, learners may progress onto 
OCR’s Level 3 Certificate in Preparing for a Business Venture, OCR’s Level 3 Cambridge Technicals in 
Business, Introductory Certificates in Marketing or A Levels in related subjects.
What else do I need to know?
This qualification is complemented by a range of GCSEs such as Maths and English and it also 
complements creative subjects such as Art and Design.

“I have always imagined 
creating my own business – it’s 
definitely something I want to 

do in the future.”

“It teaches you about 
businesses in the real 

world and how they 
operate.”

“Business & Enterprise 
teaches you about real 
life things that are good 
to know for when you’re 

older, like applying for and 
being chosen for a job.”

What our 
students say...



Health &
Social Care

What will I study?
A Cambridge National qualification in Health and Social Care. This course equips students with the 
knowledge and understanding of how to meet the needs of individuals in a range of Health and Social 
Care Settings. We also aim to give students opportunities to gain experience of working with a range of 
individuals during curriculum time. 
What specific skills do I need to succeed on this course?
OCR Cambridge National in Health and Social Care is the ideal course for any students with an interest 
in the Health and Social Care industry. 
The course is an ideal qualification for students who want a broad background in Health and Social 
Care. An ability to display empathy, an understanding of the needs of others and a desire to reach out 
and help different sectors of our community would be beneficial to reach your potential in this subject.
How will this course be assessed?
Students will complete 3 units of work. 2 of these will be coursework units and the third will be a written 
exam, to gain an OCR Cambridge National qualification in Health ans Social Care, which is equivalent 
to a GCSE. Coursework tasks will include information leaflets, brochures, presentations and delivering 
sessions to individuals in our local community. The exam with be a 1 hour 15-minute written exam at the 
end of the course. The 3 units are:
1)  Unit RO32: Principles of care in health and social care settings (exam unit worth 40%)
2)  Unit RO33: Supporting individuals through life events (coursework unit worth 40%)
3)  Unit RO35: Health promotion campaigns (coursework unit worth 20%)
If I follow this course where can it lead me?
This course prepares students for further Health and Social Care studies at Aston Academy Post 16, it 
leads onto the Cambridge Technical in Health and Social Care. It is a subject that has links with many 
careers as it provides you with a range of skills and experiences of working with a variety of people. 
Health and Social Care will provde you with the skills and knowledge needed to progress onto a range 
of careers. Some of these include; teaching, nursing, midwifery, physiotherapy, social work and care 
workers.
What else do I need to know?
Throughout the two years, there will be many opportunities to participate in enrichment activities as 
part of the course. Some of these include; running craft activities for local primary schools and helping 
plan and run the various charity events we hold in school. If you are interested in working with a wide 
range of individuals and gaining confidence doing so then Health and Social Care is the ideal course 
for you. The course is led by Mrs Ward and the PE staff. If you would like to discuss the course or gain 
further information please email Mrs. Ward on samantha.ward@astonacademy.org .

“In health and social care, my 
favourite thing has been the work 

experience we have done. We have
visited Abbey Special School and 
Aughton Primary school and have 

been able to work with the
children there.”

“I really enjoy how my health and 
social care lessons are different 
to other subjects. We often work 

on craft activities to help with the 
planning of charity events. I also 

enjoyed the first aid course we did.”

What our 
students say...



Sociology

What will I study?
We are very lucky to be able to offer the GCSE Sociology course at Aston, as this subject is often not available 
until A level. Students complete the AQA GCSE Sociology specification.   This subject aims to broaden 
students’ minds, helping them to see their world from different viewpoints and in new, thought-provoking 
ways. We analyse the way society works, and the way society makes us who we are.   We investigate how 
sociologists carry out their research.  We consider a range of sociological perspectives on the world including 
Functionalism, Marxism, Feminism and Interactionism.  We then apply these viewpoints to aspects of society 
including the family, the education system, crime and the way that society is structured as a hierarchy.  We 
look at questions such as, what is the purpose of school or the family? Who has power in our society?  Why do 
people commit crime? 
What specific skills do I need to succeed on this course?
An essential skill employed by sociologists is being able to construct logical, well-reasoned, complex arguments 
and justify your opinion, using evidence.  Being able to analyse information in written and statistical form 
will also be important, for example interpreting graphs.  Key studies from sociological research will need to 
be explained and critically evaluated.  You will need to be able to take a step back and reflect on everyday 
phenomena in new ways.  It will also be necessary for you to be able to work independently and manage your 
own learning. 
How will this course be assessed?
The GCSE course is assessed at the end of year 11 through two external examinations. Each of these is 1 hour 
and 45 minutes long. Each exam is made up of shorter questions and essays.  The first exam tests students’ 
ability to explain and evaluate the sociology of families and education.  The second assesses students’ ability 
to explain and evaluate the sociology of crime and deviance, and social stratification.  Within each of the four 
sections, students are also required to critically interpret data from research studies on that topic, and link 
this to the theoretical perspectives.  Each of these exams is worth 50% of the final result. 
If I follow this course where can it lead me?
Sociology encourages you to look at society in a new, mature way, evaluating what you see around you.  The 
emphasis is on thinking skills as well as analysing complex information. As such, it is an excellent preparation 
for studying any of the social sciences, especially Sociology, Philosophy, Psychology or Politics. It would also 
lend itself well to any future career; working with diverse groups of people including social work, psychology, 
teaching, the Police and health.  

“Sociology is fabulous because 
it’s effectively the study of the 
world.  You look at the world 
around you and how society 

behaves - it’s interesting 
because it’s really something 

you can apply to your own 
experiences”.

“It’s my favourite subject - we 
look at things you can actually 

see taking place - you can 
observe gender roles in your 

own home and see the effects of 
capitalism on the bus!  It opens 
your eyes to why things happen 

in society that we otherwise 
take for granted.”

What our 
students say...



       Hospitality & Catering
What will I study?
This is a practical course where students will make a range of food products and develop skills related 
to food preparation, including food hygiene, food presentation and production. The course is split into 
two units:
Unit One
You will learn and develop the skills and knowledge to be able to create a new hospitality and catering 
outlet to open in a specific location. During this unit, you will explore all the different job roles in the 
hospitality and catering industry and how you could go on to study further for these careers. There will 
be an exam at the end of Y10 but you can re-sit the exam in Y11.
Unit Two
You will learn and develop the skills and knowledge to safely plan, prepare, cook and present nutritional 
dishes.
The aim is to develop a range of practical skills and use a variety of catering equipment to produce a 
wide range of dishes.
There will be an assignment that is to be completed to show your knowledge and understanding of the 
subject and demonstrate your practical skills. This is called a Non-Exam Assessment (NEA). For the final 
part of this assessment you will complete a 4 hour practical exam: this is split into two 2 hour exams

What specific skills do I need to succeed on this course?
You will need to be organised and show some flair for cooking. However, if you feel you’re not that good 
at cooking – don’t worry! If you want to improve your skills, this course is designed to help you and you 
will be surprised by just how professional you will become.
The course involves written work, and so complements skills expected in all other subjects. 
Your creativity will be called upon to design amazing dishes.
How is this course assessed?
The course is broken up into 2 assessments.
Unit 1 – THE Hospitality and Catering Industry
External exam = 40%
Unit 2 – Hospitality and catering in Action.
Non-Exam Assessment (NEA) = 60%.

For the NEA you will design and make a product to meet the criteria of one of the set contexts from the 
exam board.
If I follow this course where can it lead me?
Did you know the hospitality industry is the fourth biggest employer in the UK, accounting for 3.2m jobs 
directly and a further 2.8m indirectly? The industry generated over £73bn of Gross Value Added directly 
to the UK economy, and a further £87bn indirectly.
There are so many different careers linked to catering and hospitality that we couldn’t possibly mention 
them all but here are a few: Chef, Food developer, sports nutritionist, hotel administrator, hospitality 
manager (bars, clubs, cafés, restaurants, food trucks, tour operator, confectioner, cabin crew – and the 
list could just continue!



 
       Hospitality & Catering
What else do I need to know?
We aim for all students to be able to serve and present any food they cook to the standard expect in 
establishments such as Bistros and restaurants. If you don’t already, start watching cooking programs 
such as: Masterchef, Great British Menu, Big Zu’s big eats. There are many brilliant videos on YouTube 
to give you further inspiration. Watch and get inspired.
You should also have the opportunity to visit further educational institutes such as the Sheffield College, 
to gain an insight into where you could take your future studies. In addition, we aim to invite a wide range 
of visiting experts to run sessions, such as chefs, catering/hospitality managers, product developers 
etc. 

Past NEA practical exam outcomes

“The visit to Sheffield College was 
great, I never knew that cabin 

crew on flights were classed as 
hospitality staff. We also got to 

make posh sausage rolls in a real 
catering kitchen’.

‘When I had to compete in the 
local heats of “FutureChef” at 

Sheffield College, I was nervous 
but really proud of the dishes I 

created’.

I really enjoyed learning to cook 
more and more challenging dishes 

but even better was learning how to 
present my dishes like they do on 

Masterchef’!

What our 
students say...



Music

What will I study?
Eduqas GCSE in Music
What specific skills do I need to succeed on this course?
GCSE Music is the ideal course for you if you have an interest in performing, composing and listening to 
a variety of different styles of music. You will develop knowledge and understanding of:
1) Performing Skills
Students need to record two pieces of their choosing on any instrument. One must be an ensemble (for 
two people or more) and the other can be a solo or another ensemble. These will be worked on in class 
and with instrumental teachers and marked by your teacher and sent to be moderated
2) Composing Skills
Students need to produce 2 compositions (one in response to a brief set by the exam board and the 
other a free choice) This will be marked by your teacher and sent to be moderated
3) Listening and Appraising Skills
Students study four areas - Musical forms and Devices, Music for Ensemble, Film Music and Popular 
Music. They will analyse two set works decided by the exam board but usually from Musical forms and 
Devices and Popular music.
How will this course be assessed?
Students will complete 2 coursework units - performance (2 pieces) and Composing (2 pieces) and a 
written listening exam to gain a GCSE grade. The final external exam will be sat in the Summer of year 
11 and contains a variety of multiple choice questions, short text answers as well as an essay style 
question on Film Music
If I follow this course where can it lead me?
You can choose to study BTec/A level music or music technology courses. It is a subject that has links 
with many careers as it provides you with a range of skills and experiences of working with a variety of 
people. Music will provide you with the skills and knowledge needed to progress onto a range of careers. 
Some of these include; teaching, performing, music technology, music producing, music marketing - to 
name but a few!
What else do I need to know?
The course is led by the Music staff. If you would like to discuss the course or gain further information 
please email Mrs Perry on donna.perry@astonacademy.org

“I love that the music course 
has given me the ability to 

compose my own piece of music 
and have the confidence to 

perform it in front of others”
“If you play an instrument 

or enjoy singing then it is an 
absolute must for you’

‘I would say that GCSE music is 
perfect for anyone who is inter-
ested in all aspects of a music 
whether it be classical or mod-

ern. It is a great subject because 
it combines both practical and 
theory skills that are useful and 

exciting to learn”

What our 
students say...




