
Dear Parent/Carer 

At Aston Academy, we aim to work in partnership with parents and carers in order to ensure that 

each child is able to fulfil their potential in all aspects of academy life. One of the ways in which we 

consult with parents/carers is through our Parent/Carer Forum. Our latest meeting of this academic 

year took place before the half term break and we would like to update you on the areas that were 

discussed. If you would like to discuss any of the items below in more detail, or would like to join the 

parent/carer forum, please email Mr Esberger at chris.esberger@astonacademy.org. 

Agenda January 2022 Overview 

1) Review of changes made to monitoring data 1st release Jan 2022. 

2) Discuss Extra-Curricular provision 

3) Review Term 1 

4) AOB 

 

Agenda Item 1: 

• Monitoring reports to parents/ carers 

o These have been reviewed and significantly amended to ensure relevant information is 

being shared with parents/carers (KS3) 

o Parents/carers felt that these were much better, particularly when the comments were 

specific – however greater consistency across faculty areas is needed and comments 

need amending further to ensure they are accurate for parents as feedback. 

o The website is a useful source of further information on targets and areas to be 

developed but it was felt the website presents a lot of information that can be difficult 

to navigate. 

Actions 

 CE to remind staff about the importance of awarding achievement points consistently for all 

students in all lessons 

 AG / CE to review the codes on the monitoring report and ask for ELT to be added 

 AG to move forward with plan to send out information on curriculum, assessment and 

targets as part of monitoring report for KS3 students so that parents/carers do not need to 

search on the website  

 AG to work with HOFs to further develop the monitoring data comments and ensure they 

are even more specific and link to the topics of work covered during that term. 

 

•  Extra-curricular activities 

o Staff have worked on increasing the range of opportunities to include subjects and 

other activities such as baking 

o Whilst a significant number of students attend extra-curricular activities there was a 

discussion regarding barriers/influences to attending, these were identified to be: 

 Attendance of peers 

 Age (CE noted that Y7 & Y8 are better attended than Y9 &Y10) 

 Transport 

 If it clashes with other out of school activities 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Actions  

 Include more sessions that meet needs of higher achieving students, not just participation in 

clubs in subject areas (these are already running for sports). Maths Challenge discussed at 

the forum as an example. 

 

• Review of Term 1 – how things are post pandemic school closures  

• Parents/carers reported students being more motivated and inspired by learning again 

• CE talked about uniform checks and the importance of being ‘ready to learn’  

• A Y8 parent spoke about the increase in confidence now they are more independent in 

school, Y7 was more like primary school due to the restrictions of lockdown and students 

missed the impact of finishing Year 6 fully and starting secondary school with no restrictions.  

• CE explained that staff have spent a lot of time teaching social skills and reintegrating 

students back in to school life, mixing with larger numbers of students again.  

• CE talked about positives that have remained: 

o Year group dining halls have remained as this has created more in-door space for 

students at lunch times 

o Year group having designated areas on the yard, although movement is allowed, this 

has worked better with year group staff out to support students. 

 

The dates of our next Parent/Carer Forum meeting will be emailed out. We are always happy 

to have new parents / carers join the forum so if you would like to be added to the mailing 

list please send your details to chris.esberger@astonacademy.org. 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact us in the academy should you have any questions or further 

contributions you would like to make to the above. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

Chris Esberger  

Assistant Vice Principal 

 

 

 


